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MESSAGE FROM THE SUPERINTENDENT

School district making plans  
to turn voters’ vision into reality
On behalf of Imlay City Schools and its Board of Education,  
I extend heartfelt thanks to our community for its overwhelming 
support of the Imlay City School bond proposal on Nov. 5.
 By approving the proposal, our community has ensured 
that generations of Imlay City youth will receive a world-class 
education in facilities that are safe, strong, and conducive to the 
very best types of teaching and learning. We deeply appreciate 
the numerous parents, civic leaders, school personnel, alumni, 
business owners, community organizations, and others who 
partnered with the district to shape and communicate about the 
proposal.
 We are both humbled and inspired by our community’s commitment to our district 
and our students. Likewise, we want our community to be inspired by our commitment 
to honor the trust it has placed in us. We recognize our obligation to be good stewards 
of the resources that you, the voters, have provided. We pledge to conduct this work in a 
manner that will continue to inspire community trust and pride in our district.
 There is a great deal of work ahead of us as we transform the vision into reality. In 
just the past few weeks, district leadership has met with financial planners, architects,

▲ PARTNERSHIP HELPS A 
GARDEN GROW: Imlay City High 
School, Scotts Miracle-Gro and 
community supporters cooperated 
to put in a series of raised beds 
in a garden area that will teach 
students about agriculture, health 
and related issues. See Page 3.
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Do you want to …  

make a Snow Day video?
You may not be able to call a snow 
day when you want, but you CAN 
make a snow day announcement. ICS 
Superintendent Dr. Stu Cameron is 
accepting video submissions for snow 
day announcements from Spartan 
students and families. Selected videos 
will be used to announce snow days 
this year. 

Guidelines for the videos are:
• You must be an ICS student
• The content of the video must be 

school-appropriate
• Videos should not be longer than 3 minutes
• Be creative and have fun

Email your entries, titled “Snow Day Video,” to Dr. Cameron at 
scameron@icschools.us and show us what you’ve got!

Important dates 
to remember
JANUARY

• 17: End of 2nd marking 
period/1st semester

• 17: Early release for 
students

• 20: No school for students
• 27: ICS Board of Education 

meeting

FEBRUARY
• 7: Community Night/

Athletics Hall of Fame 
inductions

• 14: No school for students
• 17: No school for students 

or staff
• 19: 8th Grade Parent Night 
• 24: ICS Board of Education 

meeting

MARCH
• 4: Junior Parent Night
• 23: ICS Board of Education 

meeting
• 30, 31: No school for 

students or staff (spring 
break)

APRIL 
• 1, 2, 3: No school for 

students or staff (spring 
break)

• 9: End of 3rd marking 
period

• 10: No school: Good 
Friday

VOTERS’ VISION
cont’d from page 1
and construction managers to scale the projects and begin to develop completion 
timelines. 
 We expect major construction during the summers of 2020, 2021, and 2022, with 
smaller projects during each of those school years. Construction on the first series of 
projects is slated to begin as soon as school is out this year. 
 Initial (summer 2020) projects involve a number of safety upgrades, including new 
door hardware, updated video monitoring equipment, updated fire alarm systems, the 
first phase of new buses, work on secure entries, and new lighting.
 Other initial projects are aimed to make the building systems stronger and smarter. 
They include paving work at the middle school and at Weston Elementary, the first 
phase of replacing boilers, the first phase of HVAC work, some new furniture, and 
structured cabling (technology backbone) throughout the district.
 We are now planning and developing timetables for the largest-scale projects 
approved through the proposals, namely, classroom additions at Weston Elementary 
and the Performing Arts Center. 
 In January, the district will begin to post additional timelines and information 
about the progress of the project on our website. There’s much more news to come. 

We see success in our students!



High school partners with 
company on school garden 
Hyponex/Scotts Miracle-Gro Co. 
of Imlay City has partnered with 
the Imlay City Schools on a project 
specifically designed to connect today’s 
students with gardens, greenspaces, 
and healthy outdoor activity.
 The idea for the program 
originated almost two years ago 
in a discussion between biology/
environmental science teacher Jeff 
Gartrell and high school Principal 
Brian Eddy. The two recognized a 
need to provide students authentic, 
hands-on experiences with biology 
and promote an understanding of 
agriculture and the types of important 
agricultural systems that surround the 
school district.  
 Principal Eddy said, “It’s one 
thing to read about biology and 
environmental science, but getting your hands dirty and living the science is the best 
possible way to learn and have that learning stay with you for the long term.”
 Board President Sharon Muir referred the team to avid gardener Scott Aldridge. 
Aldridge worked with local businesses to design a 100-foot-by-100-foot raised-bed 
garden plot. Hyponex/Scotts Miracle-Gro on Graham Road in Imlay City provided 
manpower and donated 77 yards of soil. Scotts plant manager Nick Prusakiewicz said 
the project was an excellent fit for the company’s Gro More Good program, which is 
designed to provide resources and hands-on work with communities to inspire children 
to engage in both healthy eating and in gardening, and expose them to the benefits of 
green spaces.  
  Superintendent Dr. Stu Cameron said, “I don’t know the type of cost that 
commitment represents to Scotts, but I imagine that it’s very significant. On the day of 
the build, 25 five-foot-tall pallets of soil were delivered, and 15 volunteers from Scotts 
reported to the site and started working alongside students from Mr. Gartrell’s classes 
to fill the raised beds built by the ICS Maintenance Department with materials from 
Mortimer Lumber.”
  The garden is west of the service drive behind the Weston/Middle School area of 
campus. Each district building, involving students preschool age through high school, 
will be offered a few of the raised beds to support their science curriculum.  
 Dr. Dina Tallis, Executive Director for Curriculum and Instruction at Imlay City 
Schools, said, “Regardless of course and grade level, this project dovetails precisely with 
our science curriculum across the grades.”
   Over time, the district hopes to expand the garden project and develop a school/
community garden with beds that can be “adopted” by families in the community.
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Flexible seating 
options for students 
take hold in district
Students at Weston Elementary are 
more comfortable during library time 
these days. Weston’s Parent Teacher 
Organization bought six new bean bag 
chairs. Many teachers at Weston and 
throughout the district, are incorporating 
flexible seating options for students. By 
doing so, they offer a variety of options 
that advances student learning and 
allows for student choice. Research 
shows that flexible seating can enhance 
student attention and productivity. It also 
allows students to easily pair up, work in 
small groups, and collaborate with their 
peers. 

▲ Students will get a hands-on 
understanding of biology and 
agriculture at the district’s new garden 
and greenspace area.

▲ Students use flexible seating to 
make choices right for them.

▲ Exercise balls require students 
sitting on them to work on their 
balance and exercise their legs.
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HEALTH AND WELLNESS

Winter offers families plenty of outdoor 
opportunities to exercise, stay healthy
Just because it is winter doesn’t mean you can’t keep moving. Bundle up for these 
winter activities to burn calories and have a little fun.

Sledding
Sledding requires you to use multiple muscle groups to steer as you speed down hills. 
You also exert effort while walking with your sled back up the hill so you can go down 
again. How many calories you burn with this family fitness activity depends on how 
many back-and-forth trips you make and the steepness of the hill, but if you keep at it 
on a medium-height hill for just 30 minutes, you can burn about 240 calories.

Playing in the snow
It snowed, the kids are out of school, and you can’t get to work. Make the most of it by 
bundling up the family for play in the snow. You can burn anywhere from 200 to 400 
calories an hour with this family fitness activity, depending on how high you build 
your snowmen. Some more snow activities to try: Build a fort, have an old-fashioned 
snowball fight, and make snow angels. You also can torch 200 to 300 calories for every 
30 minutes you spend clearing your driveway.

Touch Football
Football can be a great family fitness activity to do as the weather turns colder. 
Fortunately, you don’t need snow to round up players and start making plays. With 
football, you’ll be running and tackling and likely burning 200 to 300 calories every 
half-hour. If you’re worried about safety, with family members of all shapes and 
sizes participating in the game, make it touch football or tag football rather than the 
traditional tackle game.

Walking
Walking is a year-round exercise and a fitness activity the whole family can enjoy. Walk 
just 3 miles an hour, and you can burn 112 calories in a half hour. Step it up to a jog and 
you can easily blast 200 to 300 calories in 30 minutes. Walking can be difficult in snow.  
Some family fitness safety tips: Rub the bottoms of your boots with sandpaper or screw 
some hex screws into the soles to decrease your risk of falling. Because there’s limited 
daylight in the winter, wear reflective clothing if you plan to be out early in the morning 
or late in the evening. 

Snow tubing
Your family will have a blast barreling down hills on rubber tubes. The advantage to 
snow tubing is that you don’t need any of the coordination or balance skills that skiing 
or even ice skating requires. As with sledding, the calorie burn for a 150-pound person 
is about 200 to 300 for every 30 minutes, depending on how many times you go up and 
down a hill. 

For all these outdoor activities, put a priority on safety. When sledding or tubing, make 
sure there are no possible obstacles such as rocks or trees in the way. Helmets or other 
protective gear may be a good choice. Above all, make sure everyone is properly dressed 
for the occasion.

‘Read with Rein’ is a 
doggone good time
The Read with Rein initiative at Weston 
Elementary is in full swing. Rein is a 
licensed therapy dog who regularly 
comes to visit 1st graders. She comes 
with her handlers, Maureen and Jason 
Sellards. When she visits, students have 
the opportunity to read a book with Rein. 
She is a calming presence and provides 
a relaxing moment for students as they 
enjoy books.

Facebook
@ImlayCitySchools

Website
icschools.us

Twitter
@Dr_Stu_Cameron

Connect with us
Custom App (Apple & Android)
Imlay City Schools

▲ Rein the dog is a regular 
and welcome visitor in district 
classrooms. “Reading with Rein” 
encourages young literacy. 



Yoga techniques help young 
students better focus in class
Students in kindergarten, 
1st and 2nd grades at Weston 
Elementary practiced some 
skills to reduce anxiety and 
stress. Yoga Day, brought 
to Weston by Lisa Madden 
and her instructors from 
In2Yoga, gave 15 minutes of 
instruction to each classroom. 
Students learned about 
breathing practices that can 
help them focus in class and 
also practiced some yoga poses. In2Yoga will offer an after-school kids club yoga 
class on Wednesdays. Contact the Weston Office at 810-724-9812 for more 
information or to register. 
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ICS ALUMNI SPOTLIGHT
Grad builds toward 
criminal justice career

Chris Keller hasn’t 
yet graduated from 
college, but he’s 
already a champion 
in his chosen career 
of criminal justice. 
       In 2016, Chris 
won 1st place at the 
SkillsUSA Michigan 
Criminal Justice 

Championships in Grand Rapids. He 
went on to compete at the National 
Conference. Most recently, he was 
honored and received a life-saving award 
from the state of Michigan for his efforts 
to save a co-worker who was choking and 
unconscious. 
 Chris graduated in 2016 from 
Imlay City High School and is attending 
Saginaw Valley State University pursuing 
a degree in Criminal Justice with a minor 
in Business Administration. He plans to 
graduate next December. 
 In addition to working full time 
while attending college, he was an 
Explorer with the Lapeer County 
Sheriff’s Office since 2013. He recently 
joined the department as a reserve deputy 
and will serve in this capacity while he 
completes college. After graduating with 
his degree, he plans to attend a full-time 
police academy to achieve his Michigan 
Commission on Law Enforcement 
Standards certification which is required 
for any law enforcement official in 
Michigan.
 Chris said his vision of the future is 
what motivates him to pursue success. 
He recommends that approach whether 
a person attends college, trade school, or 
enters the workforce directly out of high 
school. “If you work in a profession that 
you love, you will never work a day in 
your life,” Chris said. 
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BLUE AND GOLD ZONE
Hall of Fame 
inductees set for 
Community Night
The newest members of the Spartan 
Athletic Hall of Fame will be announced 
at the district’s  Community Night on 
Friday, Feb. 7. Admission to all programs 
and basketball games is open to all and 
free of charge. 
 Community Night is a way Imlay 
City Schools gives the community its 
thanks for residents’ ongoing support of 
the school district. 
 The Athletic Hall of Fame recognizes 
the achievements of past student-
athletes, coaches, and contributors to 
the ICS Athletics Department. This is a 
collaborative effort with the Imlay City 
Alumni Association. 
 “We realize Community Night is but 
a token gesture of our thanks as there 
is simply not enough words, resources, 

or time to adequately thank our 
wonderful community for all that they 
do and have done for us over the years,” 
Superintendent Dr. Stu Cameron said.

Football
Varsity football ended a strong season 
with a record of 5-4. Unfortunately, it did 
not win the coin toss and did not make 
the final playoff spot. 

Cross Country
A highlight of this season was 
Jessica Denver qualified for the state 
competition. 

Volleyball
The Spartans had a strong, 3rd-place 
conference finish. 

Soccer
A number of varsity boys earned BWAC 
honors.

Jr. Spartans
The Jr. Spartans were HFL champions.
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8th graders take a tour of history
A group of 43 Imlay City Middle School eighth graders, along with 11 teachers  
and parents, visited Washington DC on a school trip. The travelers departed Oct. 25.
 The group spent its first day in Gettysburg, Pa., learning about the 3-day battle 
that in many ways was the turning point of the Civil War. In Washington, they visited 
several Smithsonian museums, seeing numerous monuments on the National Mall, and 
Ford’s Theater, where President Lincoln was assassinated. 
 At Arlington National Cemetery, four students took part in the wreath-laying 
ceremony at the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier. The four students were selected based 
on an essay they wrote about why they wanted to take part in the ceremony. They were 
Lily Makedonsky, Dakota Deel, Robert Blevins, and Myranda Kinzer. 
 Other highlights included a trip to nearby Mount Vernon, the home of first 
president, George Washington, a tour of the US Capitol building, sightseeing out front 
of the White House, a nighttime dinner cruise on the Potomac River, and a tour of the 
scenic caves in Luray, Va.
 The trip was a long time in the making and involved various fundraising activities 
and monthly meetings from January until October. The generous support of local 
businesses helped the students tremendously. Area businesses purchased space on a 
sponsorship banner that students displayed for a photo taken in front of the US Capitol. 
The donations paid for T-shirts for the students and snacks and water for the bus.

LEAF savings 
account plan kicks 
off for the year
Weston Elementary joined other 
Lapeer County elementary schools in the 
Lapeer County Education Attainment 
Fund (LEAF) kick-off assembly Sept. 24. 
 LEAF provides each student with 
deposit-only savings accounts. The initial 
deposit or “seed” will be $25 provided 
by the Lapeer County Community 
Foundation. This education savings 
account can be used after high school 
graduation for career training costs, trade 
school, certification, college tuition, fees, 
books, and other expenses. 
 Superintendent Dr. Stu Cameron 
said, “We want to thank the Lapeer 
County Community Foundation for 
their hard work and dedication to the 
children of our district and all of Lapeer 
County. We know that children with 
savings accounts are 3 times more likely 
to attend college and 4 times more 
likely to graduate. With the help of this 
outstanding initiative, we are actively 
investing in the future of our children. 
We truly do see success in our students.”

Donors help pay student lunch debts
The #ICSpartanPride is ringing loud and clear throughout the Imlay City 
community. Since November, over $900 has been donated to the school’s lunch 
fund debt. This money is a combined effort of individuals in our community 
who are making a focused effort on helping Imlay City Schools students. 
Additionally, Lou Miller and his family donated 100 turkeys to give away to 
school families. Superintendent Dr. Stu Cameron said, “We are so grateful to be 
a part of this amazing community. Thank you to everyone that has donated. You 
truly are making a difference in the lives of students.” 

▲ Students get a head start on 
saving for later life through the 
LEAF savings program. 

▲ Imlay City students from the middle school pose for the camera while 
on a fall trip to Washington DC and other historic places.



Students take ‘selfies’ to fight isolation
“Selfie With Someone New” had a simple premise: students were encouraged to 
approach someone new or someone they don’t know well and ask them to share a selfie 
photo in front of a “selfie board.” The goal of 
the Nov. 20 event was to promote inclusion 
and raise awareness on social isolation.
 Students wrote their name on a raffle 
ticket for a gift certificate donated by a local 
restaurant. 
 Ninth grader Alex Wilson said he 
liked Selfie With Someone New because 
he didn’t have anything like this at his old 
school. “I was able to meet a new person 
and we are now sitting with each other 
at lunch,” he said. Madelyn Lamb, a 10th 
grader, said that while “it was a little out 
of my comfort zone, it was a good thing 
because you get to put yourself out there 
and talk to new people and meet new 
people.” 
 The event was sponsored by the high 
school’s Hello Club. The club got its name 
from the idea that social isolation can be 
addressed beginning with a simple “hello.” 
The club also plans events to promote 
mental health and well-being. Counselors 
Tabitha Garon and John Le have made 
initiatives a priority to fight loneliness and 
help new students adjust. 
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DANCE STUDIO HELPS 
STUDENTS STAY WARM THIS 
WINTER. Extreme Angels are 
watching over Imlay City students 
and families. The Extreme Dance 
Studio Inc. of Imlay City donated 
40 coats to students this season.

HANDBOOK HIGHLIGHT
Staff make student 
safety top priority
Student safety is the responsibility of 
the staff. All staff members are familiar 
with emergency procedures such as 
fire and tornado drills and accident 
reporting procedures. Any student 
aware of any dangerous situation or 
accident must notify staff immediately. 
State law requires that all students have 
an emergency card signed by a parent/
guardian on file in the school office.
 Parents of students with specific 
health care needs should submit their 
needs to the school office, in writing 
and with proper documentation by a 
physician. To ensure student safety, 
all medications—prescribed and non-
prescribed—must be delivered to the 
school office and taken only with adult 
supervision. The principal and/or office 
secretaries are available to discuss 
the procedure for medications and 
treatments. No medications or medical 
treatments are to be taken in school 
without approval. 

▲ The Imlay City Spartan mascot was happy to have his picture taken with 
students during the event, “Selfie With Someone New.”
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Students at Borland Elementary came 
together to fill 30 stockings for local 
veterans. The idea began in November, 
when third grade teacher Shelby 
Stoddard noticed that both Veteran’s 
Day and World Kindness Day fell within 
days of each other. As one of the Kind 
Kids Club faculty supervisors, she saw an 
opportunity to combine these two ideas 
(kindness and honoring local Veterans) 
with a whole-school collaboration. 
 Students created cards for Veterans, 
thanking them for their service. A 
building-wide drive collected such items 
as puzzle books, card games, and candy. 
Stoddard’s class finished the work by 
stuffing the stockings and delivering 
them to area veterans.

Robotics students pay visit to Capitol
Members of the Imlay City Middle School Robotics team traveled 
to the state Capitol Dec. 4 to participate in the AT&T MACUL Student 
Technology Showcase. 
 The showcase is an annual opportunity for students to present their 
technology projects in the Michigan State Capitol building. Their goal is to 
show legislators and the public how technology is used in classrooms across 
Michigan. MACUL stands for Michigan Association for Computer Users in 
Learning. Imlay City team members met and talked with local lawmakers, 
business leaders, and other citizens. 
 Teacher Shayne Hellebuyck said students showed off their competition 
robot and reviewed the design process with MACUL President Joe 
Rommel and state Sen. Kevin Daley. Sen. Daley announced student names 
individually before the Senate. 

▲ Joe Rommel poses with Kaden Weingartz,
Wren Dennis, Evan Dougherty and Shayne
Hellebuyck at the Capitol.

Borland students remember veterans
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