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Spartan nationTHE

IMLAY CITY SCHOOLS WE SEE SUCCESS

MESSAGE FROM THE SUPERINTENDENT

IC success comes in many areas
2018 has drawn to a close, and it’s time to look back and reflect on 
a successful year for Imlay City Schools. 

Much was accomplished last year. Imlay City High School was 
nationally recognized by both the College Board and U.S. News 
and World Report for excellence in its academic programming and 
the success of its students. The high school’s early college efforts 
resulted in more than 160 of our high school students earning at 
least one college credit in 2018. 

The district partnered with our valued Alumni Association 
to great effect, honoring veterans from Imlay City Schools and 
starting the Spartan Athletic Hall of Fame. Readers of all ages were treated to visits 
by the new Spartan Bookmobile and visited Spartan pop-up libraries throughout the 
community. 
 In addition, students from every building were recognized with local, and in 
some cases, statewide awards and recognition. Our arts students performed at the 
state Capitol, and locations across and outside Michigan. Our students had successful 
showings in their extracurricular programs, in athletics, and in Career/Tech Ed 
competitions regionally and nationally. 
 2018 brought much to be thankful for. In this new year, the district is poised 
for even greater success. We look forward to your  
continued support in 2019. Go Spartans!

▲ IMLAY CITY VOICES FILL
CAPITOL BUILDING: Imlay City
High School’s Spartan Harmony
performed at the state Capitol for
a ceremony marking the 100th
anniversary of the end of World
War I. See story “Choir Performs at
State Capitol” on Page 2.
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Important dates 
to remember
JANUARY

• JAN. 21: No School for
Students

• JAN. 25: Early Release for
Students

• JAN. 25: End of 2nd
Marking Period/1st
Semester

• JAN. 28: Board Meeting

FEBRUARY
• FEB. 8: Community Night/

Athletics Hall of Fame
inductions

• FEB. 11: Junior Parent
Night, high school 7 p.m.

• FEB. 15: No School for
Students

• FEB. 18: No School for
Students or Staff

• FEB. 25: Board Meeting
• FEB. 26: Middle School

Band Concert, middle
school 7 p.m.

MARCH
• MARCH 6: Middle school

and high school Choir
Concert

• MARCH 8: Mr. P.’s Diner
and Jazz Show

• MARCH 18: Board
Meeting

• MARCH 25-29: No
School-Spring Break

APRIL
• APRIL 5: Talent Show, high

school 7 p.m.
• APRIL 19: No School-

Good Friday
• APRIL 22: Board Meeting
• APRIL 27: Junior/Senior

Prom

▲ TOP ROW: Ema Fenikova, Germany, Joey VanHeerden, The
Netherlands, Andrea Annuziata, Italy, Ludovica Margiotti, Italy, Tone Engh,
Norway, Lotta Ziegler, Germany, and Franzi Fischer, Germany. BOTTOM
ROW: Anh Nguyen, Vietnam, Carmeta Ferris-Esparcia, Spain, Miguel
Moreleda-Martinez, Spain, and Cesare Carta, Italy.

11 foreign exchange students 
attend high school
Imlay City High School has 11 students from across the globe attending school this 
year. Each foreign exchange student has a “Getting to Know You” sheet displayed in the 
high school hallway, along with pictures and national flags.

Choir performs at state Capitol
Imlay City High School’s Spartan Harmony, under 
the direction of Alan Demski, performed for the 100th 
anniversary of the armistice of World War 1 in the state 
Capitol. The ceremony, which marked the centennial 
of the signing of an armistice agreement to end the 
first World War, was organized by the Michigan 
World War One Commission. The ceremony was in 
the rotunda of the state’s historic Capitol Building. 
The Spartan Harmony sang the National Anthem and 
The Battle Hymn of the Republic. Superintendent Dr. 
Stu Cameron attended the event along with Board 
members, staff, faculty and parents. He said their 
performance “truly took our breath away.” 
 Demski said, “We greatly appreciate our state 
legislators for providing our students the opportunity to perform at this event and to 
deepen their appreciation for our important history and our veterans.”
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BLUE AND GOLD ZONE
Soccer team 
has all-state look
Cross county

The girls cross country team won its 
first-ever Blue Water Area Conference 
Championship.

Soccer
The boys soccer team won its second 
back-to-back BWAC championship. 
Three members of the team were all-state 
selections: 1st team, Alfredo Rodriguez; 
3rd team, Omar Cardenas; 3rd team, 
Braulio Torres.

Coming up
Community Night and IC Athletics Hall 
of Fame Inductions are scheduled for 
Friday, Feb. 8.

Watch D.O.G.S. is 
coming to Weston 
The Borland Elementary Watch 
D.O.G.S. program has been so
successful that ICS is extending the
program into Weston Elementary.
Weston and Borland are looking for
positive male role models (including
dads, stepdads, grandpas and uncles)
to be Watch D.O.G.S (Dads of Great
Students). The role of Watch D.O.G.S.
is to encourage students to achieve, help
assure safe schools, work with students
on the playground, help students off and
on buses, and model positive behavior.
The kick-off for the Weston program
will be Thursday, Jan. 17 from 6 to 7
p.m. There will be free pizza followed
by a short presentation. There will also
be a sign-up process that evening. More
information is available from the Weston
office at (810) 724-9812.

ICS ALUMNI SPOTLIGHT
ICS grad is a leader in military readiness

Col. Christopher J. Zuhlke is the commander of the Nevada 
Test and Training Range, Nellis Air Force Base, Nevada. 
He graduated from Imlay City Schools in 1991. The Nevada 
site supports advanced composite force training, tactics 
development and electronic combat testing for the Department 
of Defense. 

He oversees 2.9 million acres of ranges and 12,000 square 
miles of airspace that make up the Nevada complex. He is 
responsible for the planning and oversight of the United 
States’ largest and most 

sophisticated instrumented battle space for testing 
and training U.S. military and coalition air forces. 

Col. Zuhlke entered the Air Force in May 
1995 as a graduate of the United States Air Force 
Academy. His assignments include operational 
tours at RAF Lakenheath and Mountain Home 
AFB and instructional tours in the F-15E Formal 
Training Unit at Seymour Johnson AFB and the 
USAF Weapons School at Nellis AFB. He also 
served as an Exchange Officer with the Royal 
Australian Air Force, instructing at the Australian 
F/A-18 FTU and Fighter Weapons School. 

Col. Zuhlke twice commanded at the 
squadron level and served in a staff position as 
the deputy chief, Airspace, Ranges, and Airfield 
Operations Division, Headquarters Air Combat 
Command, Langley Air Force Base, Va. He is a 
command pilot with over 3,000 flying hours, primarily in the F-15E Strike Eagle, and 
has participated in combat operations in Iraq, Serbia/Kosovo and Afghanistan.

MAJOR AWARDS 
& DECORATIONS
• Bronze Star
• Meritorious Service 

Medal 
• Air Medal
• Aerial Achievement 

Medal
• Air Force

Commendation Medal
• Air Force Achievement 

Medal
• Meritorious Unit

Award

FOR Club puts kindness into action
The Friends of Rachel (FOR) Club 
started many years ago as part of a 
districtwide initiative. The club is 
led by teachers and students who are 
against bullying and want to spread 
the message of inclusion, kindness, 
and compassion in school and the 
community. At the FOR Club’s 
December meeting, led by teachers Jamie Siglow and Kristyn Kurka, members 
organized the Lapeer Holiday Depot drive. Staff and students donated items. 
Each Friday, the items were tallied and winners announced, creating some 
friendly competition in the school. Grade-level winners received doughnuts 
and juice. Items collected included toothpaste, toothbrushes, soaps, shampoo, 
conditioner, hair accessories, body wash, and mouthwash. 
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Tasty, satisfying snacks 
can be healthy, too 
Studies show most children do not 
get enough fruits and vegetables daily. 
Research has shown that 5 fruits and 
vegetables a day are the minimum 
required for good health, and years down 
the road, they can help reduce heart 
disease and cancer. Fruits and vegetables 
are loaded with vitamins and minerals, 
are low in fat, sugar, and salt, and high in 
fiber. 
 Most children snack several times a 
day. Unfortunately, most children (and 
truthfully, most adults) don’t gravitate 
toward fruits and vegetables as their 
snack of choice. Parents can encourage 
healthy snacking in several ways. One is 
to get creative with fruit and vegetable 
options. A favorite of the Imlay City 
Schools Wellness Committee is quick 
and delicious “Apple Cookies.” Core 
an apple, and cut it into thin rings. Put 
a little peanut butter or other spread 
on each ring, and top with a few mini 
chocolate chips or shredded coconut. 
Simple.
 The ICS Wellness Committee 
encourages parents to replace 2 of their 
child’s less-healthy daily snacks with a 
serving of fruit or vegetables and talk 
to them about the benefits of healthier 
snacking. You’ll be pleasantly surprised 
with the results.

High school joins AP Honor Roll
Imlay City High School has been named to the College Board’s 9th Annual 
Advanced Placement (AP) District Honor Roll. This year’s Honor Roll recognizes 
447 school districts in the United States and Canada that have increased access to AP 
coursework while maintaining 
or increasing the percentage of 
students earning scores of 3 or 
higher on AP exams. 
 High school staff members 
have worked diligently to 
expand both dual enrollment 
and AP course offerings at 
Imlay City High School. The 
high school offers more AP 
programming than ever. In just 
the last few years, it has added AP 
Environmental Science, AP U.S. 
History, AP Composition/Literature, several online AP offerings, and AP Computer 
Science Principles to its traditional AP offerings (Calculus, Chemistry, Physics, etc.) 
More importantly, student performance continues to improve on AP exams. Students 
have responded to the more difficult coursework by increasing their efforts and results. 
 High school Principal Brian Eddy said, “Our faculty is heavily invested in 
providing the best possible programming and our AP teachers engage in training and 
professional development to ensure they can offer students their best. They work as 
hard as they can to challenge and support students. It is a tremendous amount of work 
to run an AP class, and even more work to take an AP class, so it is great to see the level 
of success our students are having.”

Savings accounts coming for kindergartners
The Lapeer County Community Foundation is now 
working out the final details of the Lapeer County 
Education Attainment Fund (LEAF). The LEAF is 
a children’s savings account that will invest in the 
long-term education of every kindergarten student in 
Lapeer County. 
 The LEAF fund is a long-term savings account that 

helps with students’ post-secondary educational expenses. Education expenses include 
college, and career or technical education. While all the details are still being finalized, 
the foundation has approved a three-year funding commitment. Starting with the 2019-
2020 school year, all incoming kindergarten students will have a bank account opened 
in their name. The foundation will deposit $25 into each account as the “seed” deposit. 
As students go through their K-12 education, the foundation will work with districts 
and the community for further incentives and families will be able to add deposits into 
this account. 
 “We are so grateful to be included in this initiative and cannot wait to help support 
the post-secondary education goals of our Imlay City children,” said Superintendent 
Dr. Stu Cameron. Imlay City Schools and the community foundation will provide more 
information as they become available in the spring. 
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Vaccinations help  
keep everyone safer
Each student must have the immunizations required by state 
law to better ensure the safety of all students. Any student who does 
not have the necessary vaccinations can be removed from school, or face a deadline to 
comply. The only option to these required vaccinations is an official waiver. To find out 
more about a waiver or other issues related to immunizations, please contact the Lapeer 
County Health Department at (810) 667-0448. 

Students must meet the following requirements:
• Diphtheria: Four or more doses of DTP or DT (pediatric) vaccine or any 

combination thereof is the minimum acceptable. One dose of Tdap at 11 years of age 
or older upon entry into 7th grade, or higher.

• Tetanus: Four doses. One dose of Tdap at 11 years of age or older upon entry into 
7th grade, or higher.

• Pertussis: Four doses. One dose of Tdap at 11 years of age or older upon entry into 
7th grade, or higher.

• Polio: Four doses. Three doses if dose was given at or after 4 years of age.
• Measles: Two doses at or after 12 months of age.
• Rubella: Two doses at or after 12 months of age.
• Mumps: Two doses at or after 12 months of age.
• Hepatitis B: Three doses.
• Chicken Pox: Two doses of varicella (Chicken Pox) at or after 12 months of age, or 

history of varicella (Chicken Pox) disease (month and year).
• Meningococcal Conjugate: One dose of Tdap at 11 years of age or older upon 

entry into 7th grade, or higher. 

Community Night is really a celebration
Community Night is a way for Imlay City Schools to show the community 
its thanks for residents’ ongoing support of our schools. This year’s Community 
Night is Friday, Feb. 8. It’s a free event, with admission to all programs available 
at no cost. In addition to the basketball games, the district will have its 2nd 
annual Spartan Athletic Hall of Fame inductions.  
 The Athletic Hall of Fame is a way for ICS to recognize the achievements 
of past student-athletes, coaches and contributors to the ICS Athletics 
Department. This is a collaborative effort with the Imlay City Alumni 
Association. 
 “We realize that Community Night is but a token gesture of our thanks as 
there is simply not enough words, resources, or time to adequately thank our 
wonderful community for all that you do and have done for us over the years,” 
Superintendent Dr. Stu Cameron said. 
 “While this gesture of thanks is small, please know that the sentiment 
behind it is indeed great and heartfelt.” 
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Handbook

Conservation poster in 
national competition
Imlay City 11th grader Rebecca Bruce 
is competing for a national prize for 
artwork. She won first place regionally 
in the Lapeer Conservation District’s 
annual poster contest. Her work went on 
to the state level where she placed first. 
Her work has been sent on to the national 
level. The poster is based on the need for 
clean water on our planet and is titled 
“Watersheds: Our Water, Our Home.” 

2018-19 Board of 
Education meetings
The Imlay City Board of Education will 
hold regular meetings on the following 
dates and times during the 2018–19 
school year. Regular meetings are on 
the fourth Monday of the month except 
in December, March, and May they will 
be on the third Monday, and July which 
will be on the second Monday. Future 
meeting dates: Jan. 28, Feb. 25, March 
18, April 22, May 20, and June 24. The 
meeting calendar and additional board 
information can be found at www.
icschools.us. Click on the “Board” tab.
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‘ICHS Matters’ in many ways
Imlay City High School tech teacher Doug Sloan, set out looking for a creative way to promote 
positivity in his corner of the school. He did not quite know the powerful effect his findings would have on 
both students and staff. 
 Sloan believes that school should not be just a place where students come to learn, but also a place 
where students can feel comfortable being who they are and feel like part of a community. He wanted to 
promote that in his classroom. Knowing that he was looking for a project that would include technology 
and photos, he found the idea that he would later term as “ICHS Matters,” after seeing a project from 
Chelsea (MI) High School. 

When Sloan first approached his students with this idea, they seemed a little lost. “We all know that 
we matter,” he said, “but to really reflect on that and communicate it can be deep.” To make the task seem a 
little less daunting to students, he asked that they identify why they matter in a small space provided on a whiteboard. The result, great 
statements from students. “I was really proud of how they opened up,” Sloan said. 
 Students and staff response to this project has been very positive. Sloan often finds students outside of his room just reading their 
peers’ statements. He commented that “had I known the project would have been this positive, I would have expanded it to more 
students.” He hopes to keep the momentum going and, in the future, go to a deeper level and bigger scale with this.

Teacher Doug Sloan



IMLAY CITY SCHOOLS WE SEE SUCCESS

The Spartan Nation, Winter 2019  7

Kindergarten events help get schooling off to a good start
It is time to start thinking about Kindergarten for the 2019-2020 school year. This applies to parents of a child who will turn 5 on 
or before Sept. 1, (or before Dec. 1 with a signed waiver). 
 Parent Information Night is Thursday, March 14 from 6 to 7 p.m. The event will provide parents with information about Imlay 
City Schools’ Kindergarten program and let them meet Kindergarten and Begindergarten staff members. Parents also will receive the 
registration materials to complete the Kindergarten or Begindergarten process. This evening is for parents only. 
 Kindergarten Registration Night is Tuesday, March 19 from 5 to 7:30 p.m. This event is for both parents and their Kindergarten 
children. Parents are asked to bring completed registration materials. Children will meet Weston staff members, and parents will have 
an opportunity to share information about their child with Weston staff. 
 Weston also offers Begindergarten, at no cost, to local families. Begindergarten offers students an extra year to grow physically, 
emotionally, academically, and socially. It is also a stepping stone between preschool and Kindergarten. The Begindergarten 
curriculum meets the needs of each learner. Students leave Begindergarten and enter Kindergarten with an understanding of what 
school is, how it works, and ready to face the academic requirements of the Kindergarten curriculum. 
 Begindergarten is not intended to replace Kindergarten. Rather, it’s an extra year for students to develop at their own pace. This is a 
full-day program and runs five days a week, just like Kindergarten. All students participate in regularly scheduled specials such as music, 
art, computers, library, and gym. 
 For both Kindergarten and Begindergarten, the paperwork needed to register a child is: original birth certificate, picture ID 
with current address, immunization record to date, and information regarding any medical conditions and/or food allergies. If your 
picture ID does not have your current address, you will also need proof of residency (utility bill, rent/lease agreement, etc.)

IC teacher/coach earns high CMU athletics honor 
Imlay City High School teacher Cheryl Beebe 
has been inducted into the Central Michigan 
University Athletics Hall of Fame. The honor came 
at halftime of CMU’s Oct. 13 home football game. 
 Cheryl has been a standout teacher and coach in 
the district for many years. Cheryl was inducted into 
the Hall of Fame as a key member of one of the most 
successful teams—regardless of sport—in CMU’s 
long and storied history. Cheryl’s 1987 Chippewa 
team finished fifth in the Women’s College World 
Series and won a Mid-American Conference 
championship (its fifth in six years). The 1987 
Chippewa team went 5-0 against teams ranked in 
the top 20 nationally, and knocked off Big Ten 
power Northwestern in a best-of-three NCAA 
Regional to earn a berth in the Women’s College 
World Series in Omaha. They still hold the record 
for the longest consecutive win streak in CMU 
softball history (18 straight games).
 Cheryl was named All-Region first team in 
1987, 1988, and 1989, and All Mid-American 
Conference first team in 1988 and 1989. She was a four-time letter winner from 1986-1989, and was named Mid-American 
Conference All-Academic first team in 1988 and 1989. Cheryl remains in the top ten, all-time, in four statistical categories at CMU. 
She is second in games played (229), sixth in at-bats (667), seventh in runs (114), and seventh all-time in hits (203). CMU named 
Cheryl to the Central Michigan University Softball Silver Anniversary Team, joining 16 others who earned such recognition from 
1979-2003.
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Reading is always fuzzy 
with Rein
If you happen to see a furry, 
friendly face at Weston 
Elementary, in Imlay City, 
you are guaranteed a friendly 
welcome by her. Her name is 
Rein and she is a licensed AKC 
therapy dog through Therapy 
Dogs International. Rein is 
visiting Weston through the 
school year for its new Reading 
with Rein program. She will 
visit all 1st-grade and multi-age 
classrooms as a tail-waggin’ 
tutor reading therapy dog. She 
is helping improve literacy skills 
of students as her visits bring an 
atmosphere of excitement, which promotes learning and makes reading fun. 
 In October, classes were introduced to Rein and her handlers. During these 
introduction presentations, students learned about Rein’s history and what they will be 
doing when they read with Rein. Now that the introductions have been completed, she 
and her handlers will visit Weston every Wednesday. Since Weston has over 170 1st-
grade and multi-age students to read with Rein, it is expected that each child can look 
forward to reading with her about once a month. 
 Animals have long been recognized as a positive addition to the learning process. 
Visits from therapy dogs have shown increased happiness, calmness, and overall 
emotional well-being. Studies have also shown a decrease in blood pressure and stress 
levels during therapy dog visits. Therapy dogs also provide a break from the daily 
routine and bring excitement into the learning environment and process. 
 Besides her time at Weston, Rein also visits two other Imlay City locations; the 
Imlay City Library and the Sanctuary at Maple Vista. Read with Rein is certified 
through Therapy Dogs International, a non-profit organization. The organization 
provides visitations free of charge through their tested and registered handlers. All of 
the registered handlers are volunteers and covered under Therapy Dogs International’s 
liability insurance program. All volunteers at Imlay City Schools have passed 
background checks. 

North Pole Night 
brightens elementary 
schools
About 200 families attended the 
Weston and Borland North Pole 
Night on Dec. 7. The event had 
a bus shuttle running every 15 
minutes between the buildings for 
easy access to both events. 
 The PTO groups from 
both Weston and Borland spent 
months planning the activities. 
 At Weston, students took 
pictures with Santa, played 
games, received glitter tattoos, 
and visited the Candy Cane Shop 
to shop for presents. They also 
visited the Scholastic Book Fair. 
Raffle tickets were available at 
both buildings and guests could 
win trees, gift baskets, or other 
exciting goodies.

Postal Customer


