
STATE RUNNERS-UP
CLASS B – 1993

25 years ago, football team 
competed for a state title
The 2018 season marks the 25th anniversary of the 1993 Spartan varsity 
football’s dream season. The team reached the state final for the first time in the 
school’s history. The 1993 team was a powerhouse, defeating its opponents by an 
average of 21 points. 
 To celebrate this anniversary, Imlay City Schools will have a special 
presentation before the Oct. 5 Homecoming game. The Imlay City Alumni 
Association will escort the 1993 football team in the Homecoming parade. The 
1993 team will also be the first team inducted into the Imlay City Athletic Hall of 
Fame. 
 Imlay City Athletic Director Don Gauthier said, “It’s a privilege to honor and 
celebrate the 25th anniversary of the 1993 team at our Homecoming game. This 
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▲ 11 WINS • 2 LOSSES. FRONT ROW: #86 Israel Kipper, #15 Jeremy Nicholson, #77 Terry Deitch, #23 Rick Granata, #40 Tom Racine, #35 Ryan 
Schapman, #82 Dennis Deitch, #24 Jason Essenmacher, #85 Brent Granata. SECOND ROW: #30 John Shack, #75 Chris Gilbert, #88 Kurt Medrano,  
#89 Nate Miller, #73 Jeremy Howe, #79 Jeff Mallets, #87 Dave Finkbeiner, #68 Rod Armstrong, #22 Nate Soule, Brandon Nolin – Manager. THIRD 
ROW: Mark Owen – Assistant Coach, #45 Corey Babcock, #60 Sam Hunter, #52 Chris Avouris, #50 Matt Simunic, #55 Mike White, #62 Adam Gonda, 
#20 Jerry Turner, #65 Bob Barker, Ken Brown – Assistant Coach. BACK ROW: Jim Watkins – Head Coach, Steve Plunkitt – Assistant Coach, #66 Jeremy 
Homer, #34 Chad Stryker, #10 John Curry, #12 Matt Topie, #70 Josh Grapetin, #63 Jeremy Ruby, #32 Jim Morrison, Lenny Chaltraw – Assistant Coach, 
John Topie – Assistant Coach. Tournament wins dedicated to the memory of Shane Watt, Team Statistician, Born: June 10, 1976 • Died: Nov. 12, 1993
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Football Team
cont’d from page 1
team had incredible impact and is very 
important to our community. Jeff Mallets 
deserves a ton of credit for bringing 
members of the 1993 team back. He has 
been the point person for this. It is going 
to be a special night.”

That season was one of individual 
highlights as well. Running back Rick 
Granata set state records for season 
yardage (5,724), season touchdowns (43), 
and career touchdowns (89) on his way 
to All-State Dream Team honors. Nate 
Miller, team captain, was a first-team 
All-State selection on defense, while 
Chris Gilbert earned first-team All-State 
recognition on the offensive line. 
 With a crushing ground game and 
an admirable aerial attack, the Spartans 
drove their way to a league title, and 
eventually to the Silverdome to play 
Kingsford in the state final. The 1993 
team was led on defense by middle linebacker Kurt Medrano with 108 tackles. 
Nate Soule, who rushed for 1,048 yards on offense also picked off 7 passes from 
his cornerback position—just one shy of the school record. 
 The championship game proved bittersweet as the Spartans lost 35-14. Still, 
the team and coaching staff were left with many exciting memories. The 1993 
Spartan varsity football team was coached by the late Jim Watkins. 
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MESSAGE FROM THE 
SUPERINTENDENT
Our goal: Make this 
the best year ever  
to be a Spartan

One of the most 
exciting aspects 
of a new school 
year is that it 
brings with it an 
incredible sense of 
possibility. 
 The new
school year offers 

us a clean slate; an opportunity to 
hit the “reset button,” to reflect and 
learn from the past, to improve and 
to do things better than they’ve been 
done before. We are committed to 
making this year an outstanding one, 
our best yet. As always, we value and 
appreciate your role as our partner in 
conducting this important work. 
 In this issue of Spartan Nation, 
you’ll read about some exciting new 
programs and new opportunities to 
support our schools. You’ll also meet 
our new staff members. You’ll read 
about our strong ties to the community 
and our valued alumni. I hope you 
enjoy this issue of Spartan Nation. As 
always, GO SPARTANS!

Dr. Stu Cameron, Superintendent

Dr. Stu Cameron
Superintendent

District works to keep community informed
Communication is important at Imlay City Schools. Superintendent Stu 
Cameron said, “We are here to serve our children and our families, and 
look forward to partnering with our parents and school community to make 
this a great school year.” 
 The district uses a variety of methods to communicate. The Spartan 
Nation newsletter details current events and happenings throughout the 
district. District mailings help communicate important messages for all 
students and families. Individual buildings have parent bulletins and 
frequent teacher newsletters. 
 The district also maintains a Facebook page (Imlay City Schools) and 
a Twitter feed (Dr. Stu Cameron). Both platforms are updated frequently to 
keep all stakeholders up-to-date on events and happenings in the district. 
 The district also uses the SchoolMessenger system to deliver text 
messages. These messages include information about such things as events 
and school closings. To sign up for text messages, just text “Y” or “Yes” to 
67587. 

List of Activities 
for Friday, Oct. 5
PEP ASSEMBLY, 12:30 p.m.

• Quick message from
a member of the 1993 
team to the student body

PARADE, 5 p.m.
• Alumni Association to

escort the 1993 team in 
the parade

BEFORE KICK-OFF
• 6:35 p.m.: Introduction

of team players and 
coaches

• 6:45 p.m.:
Superintendent Dr. Stu 
Cameron will introduce 
the 1993 team to the 
Imlay City Athletic Hall  
of Fame

Substitute teachers needed
Imlay City Schools is looking for 
substitute teachers. Pay is $80 
per day and includes FREE lunch 
and FREE childcare for children 
ages 2 years 6 months (must 
be potty trained)  through 5th 
grade. Visit MY PESG to register 
and complete the required 
information. Call (810) 724-2765 
with questions.



What does non-
homestead mean?

Non-homestead represents 
industrial, commercial, business, 
rental, agricultural property 
and “second homes.” It DOES 
NOT include a family’s primary 
residence. 

Who can vote  
in the election?

All registered voters who reside in 
the Imlay City School District are 
eligible to vote.

Is this a new tax?
NO! This original millage 

was approved by the voters in 
1994. Voters have approved the 
request each time they have been 
asked since the original approval 
in 1994. 
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ICS ALUMNI SPOTLIGHT
Kathryn Muir deployed 
as Army general 
surgeon in Texas

Major Kathryn 
Muir, M.D., is on 
staff at William 
Beaumont Army 
Medical Center in 
El Paso, Texas, and 
is currently on her 
first deployment as 

an Army general surgeon. Kathryn is 
a 2004 graduate of Imlay City High 
School. She attended Kalamazoo 
College and studied abroad in Dakar, 
Senegal, for 6 months her junior 
year. She graduated in 2008 with a 
bachelor’s degree in biology with a 
minor in biopsychology. She attended 
Case Western Reserve University 
School of Medicine in Cleveland, 
graduating in 2012. She received an 
Army Health Professions scholarship 
to attend medical school at Case in 
return for a service commitment. After 
medical school, she was accepted 
in the General Surgery residency 
program at William Beaumont Army 
Medical Center. She graduated from 
her 6-year residency in June.

2018-19 Board of 
Education meetings
The Imlay City Board of Education 
will hold regular meetings on the 
following dates and times during the 
2018–19 school year. Regular meetings 
are on the fourth Monday of the month 
except in December, March, and May 
they will be on the third Monday, 
and July which will be on the second 
Monday. Future meeting dates: Sept. 
24, Oct. 22, Nov. 26, Dec. 17, Jan. 28, 
Feb. 25, March 18, April 22, May 20, 
and June 24. The meeting calendar and 
additional board information can be 
found at www.icschools.us. Click on 
the “Board” tab.

Voters on Nov. 6 to again consider  
non-homestead ballot issue
Voters in the Imlay City School District will be asked on Tuesday, Nov. 6 to 
again approve a proposal regarding the 18-mill non-homestead property tax 
levy. This levy does not affect owner-occupied residences, but generally includes 
businesses, rental homes, second homes, and commercial properties. Imlay City 
voters have approved this routine 18-mill non-homestead property tax request 
every time since 1994. This year the district is asking for approval for four years. 
Direct any questions to Amy Swantek, Director of Business, at (810) 724-9862. 

Millage FAQs

Homecoming 2018 has a packed schedule
Homecoming is the week of Oct. 1–6. Buildings throughout the district will 
have “Spirit Week” activities, which will be communicated to parents soon. The 
high school Homecoming dance will be Saturday, Oct. 6. On Friday, Oct. 5, the 
schedule is:
• 5 p.m.: Homecoming parade through downtown Imlay City
• 6:35 p.m.: Ceremony (before kickoff) to honor the 1993 varsity football team;

the game against North Branch will kick off after the ceremony
• Halftime: Homecoming king and queen announcement

?

?

?

What if the millage 
is voted down?

The revenue generated from 
the 18 mills totals approximately 
$1.9 million annually, or about 
9% of the school district’s total 
budget. If this restoration millage 
does not pass, the state will not 
replace the funding and Imlay City 
Community Schools will be forced 
to reduce or cut programs, such 
as athletics and transportation, to 
offset the loss.

Where and when 
do I vote?

The election will be Tuesday, Nov. 
6, 2018 at a voter’s regular voting 
precinct. The polls are open from 
7 a.m. to 8 p.m. 

?

?



Summer
Programs
ICS runs many programs throughout 
the summer to support students and 
families. These programs range from 
credit recovery and Lego Robotics to 
childcare summer camps. This summer 
saw strong participation in all of the 
summer programs. 
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▲ KINDERGARTEN JUMPSTART: This program option is for students 
who are enrolled to begin Kindergarten when school starts. Under the 
supervision of teacher Jamie Delboy and paraprofessional Anita Kaeding, 
it helps prepare these pre-Kindergarten students for school by exposing 
them to the building, school rules, letters and sounds, sharing and playing 
together, etc. Twenty students spent quality time this summer at the school 
learning.

▲ CAMP OVERDRIVE: High school 
teachers Mrs. Dye, Mr. Halsted, 
Mr. Gates, and Mrs. Slingerland 
supervised the Camp Overdrive 
program this summer. This 
program is dedicated to helping 
8th-grade students sharpen their 
math skills. It also provides student 
mentors for incoming freshman. 
The program also helps students 
build self-esteem and confidence. 
Student mentors are not just for 
the duration of the camp, they 
also check in with their mentees 
several times throughout the year. 
This year, teams worked together 
to accomplish a number of tasks, 
including building chairs.

▲ BORLAND LEGO ROBOTICS: 
Borland Lego Robotics, under the 
supervision of Borland teacher 
Dave Spence, provides 4th- and 
5th- grade students experience 
building and programming Lego 
Robots.

ICHS SUMMER SCHOOL: 38 high 
school students attended summer 
school and completed a total of 53 
half credits/53 semester courses.

▲ SUMMER MIGRANT 
EDUCATION PROGRAM: 46 
students (K-8) attended the IC 
Summer Migrant Education 
Program. This program, directed 
by Jenny Buhl-Hagey, provided 
an intensive 6-week program for 
students in math and reading. 
In addition to reading and math, 
students were visited by college/
university representatives to learn 
about opportunities for their 
futures.



BLUE AND GOLD ZONE
Student athletes 
didn’t take the 
summer off
It takes commitment to be a part of 
a successful sports program. Imlay 
City Spartan student-athletes and 
coaches were committed, throughout 
the summer, to preparing for their 
upcoming seasons. Summer athletics 
highlights:

Football 
• Weight lifting sessions
• 7 on 7 events and high school camps

Cheer
• Workouts and camps

Volleyball
• Youth, middle school, and high 

school camps
• Varsity team camp in Toledo, Ohio

Tennis
• Camps

Cross-country
• Summer long run club
• Week long camp for high school 

runners

Girls basketball
• JV and Varsity summer leagues at 

IC and as guests at others
• Team camp in Traverse City
• Hosted a youth camp

Boys basketball
• Hosted and attended several high 

school shootouts
• High school team camp at Central 

Michigan University
• Hosted youth camps

Wrestling
• Several open mats and workouts
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◀ ICS SUMMER READING SERIES: Each 
Wednesday, throughout the summer (minus the 
week of July 4), ICS sponsored a summer reading 
event. The Summer Reading Kick-Off, Reading 
Pop-Up in the Park and Reading and Sports Night 
were a big hit with students and families. The 
other Wednesdays consisted of our new Spartan 
Book Mobile cruising through the community, 
delivering free books to all ages. 

SUMMER CHILDCARE: An average of 50-60 students a day attended the 
summer childcare program. This program is planned by our Early Learning 
Center lead caregiver, Diane Blount. Each week throughout the summer was 
themed and students enjoyed many amazing opportunities. Some of the 
highlights:

▲ FARMING WEEK

▲ CAMPING WEEK

▲ MUSIC WEEK ▲ SCIENCE WEEK

▲ WHAT I WANT TO BE WHEN 
I GROW UP WEEK: Visits to local 
businesses helped students 
connect with the community and 
see many awesome careers.



coached junior varsity softball for 
five years in Dearborn. She also has 
a master’s degree in counseling from 
Oakland University. Her education 
there gave her the experience of 
counseling  within the community and 
in Utica’s Eisenhower High School. 
She loves helping to guide students 
on a successful path to their future, 
and helping them grow socially, 
emotionally, and academically. 
 “I could not be more excited 
to be working with the wonderful 
staff, amazing parents, and 
outstanding students. Everyone is 
so welcoming and helpful. It has 
always been a dream of mine to 
work in a close-knit community and 
I feel fortunate to have found that 
here. I look forward to meeting each 
and every one of you.”

Armanda 
Isaacson
Weston 
Elementary,  
2nd grade
Mrs. Isaacson 
is not a stranger 
to Weston. She 

previously worked there as a Special 
Education aide and substitute teacher. 
She also was a long-term substitute 
4th-grade teacher at Borland 
Elementary. She has a bachelor’s 
degree in Elementary Education from 
Wayne State University in 2004. 
 “I am proud to be part of the 
great community here in Imlay 
City. Ever since my family moved 
here, we have felt welcomed. My 
family stays active attending 
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community and ICS sporting 
events. I enjoy seeing the students I 
work with not only in school, but at 
extracurricular activities as well. It 
is wonderful to have such a complete 
support system within not only the 
schools, but the community as well.”

Marianne Naas
Imlay City 
Middle School, 
Counselor

Ms. Naas’ school 
counseling 
background includes 

17+ years with the Carman Ainsworth 
Community School District in various 
high school counseling positions. She 
has also held positions with the North 
Carolina Early College Initiative Plan 
as a high school counselor for dual 
enrolled, first-generation high school 
graduates, and as an elementary 
school counselor in the Pontiac 
district. She also recently served 
as a consultant for the Flint and 
Genesee Chamber of Commerce in its 
education department. 
 “I am inspired by the 
administration, teachers and 
support staff at Imlay City Middle 
School. From the moment I walked 
into Imlay City Middle School I 
have been made to feel at home 
and a part of the workings of the 
school. I look forward to listening 
to, learning from and implementing 
support systems in an effort to help 
the students reach their personal 
and academic goals for years to 
come.”

Shawnna 
Calopisis
Consortium 
for Exceptional 
Children, 
Director 
of Special 
Education

Mrs. Calopisis has a bachelor’s degree 
from Bloomsburg University of 
Pennsylvania in Special Education, 
a master’s degree focusing on 
Early Childhood education, and a 
Supervisor of Special Education 
endorsement from Saginaw Valley 
State University. She brings 21 years 
of experience as a special education 
teacher in Almont to her new role. 
 “I am excited to be supporting 
our students, their families, teachers 
and staff as the Coordinator for 
Special Education Services for 
Imlay City, Almont and Dryden 
throughout the Consortium for 
Exceptional Children. I am looking 
forward to working with all three 
districts to help all students achieve 
personal success.” 

Tabitha Garon
Imlay City 
High School, 
Counselor

Mrs. Garon 
graduated in 2006 
from the University 

of Michigan-Flint with a bachelor’s 
degree in education and a focus in 
English and Psychology. She taught 
10th- and 11th-grade English and 

Imlay City Schools welcomes  
new staff members
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Brian Tresnak
Imlay City High 
School, US 
History and 
Student Success

Mr. Tresnak was 
born and raised 

in Brown City. He attended the 
University of Michigan-Flint, earning 
his bachelor’s degree in 2002, his 
teaching certificate in 2004, and his 
master’s degree in 2015. His first 
job in a school system was working 
maintenance at Brown City Schools 
shortly after getting married in 2001. 
In 2002, he was hired as a football 
coach in Dryden, where he continued 
working until joining Imlay City 
Schools this summer. He has enjoyed 
a successful career as a coach, teacher, 
athletic director, and elementary 
principal. He and his wife April have 
two children, Addie and Ian. 
 “I have been made to feel 
welcome since the first day I stepped 
through the doors at Imlay City 
High School. The staff has been 
awesome in helping me settle into 
my new position. The energy and 
positivity of the students and 
community is truly outstanding. I 
feel fortunate to be part of a such an 
awesome district.”

Online school handbooks 
explain expectations
Each school in the district has a Student/Parent Handbook. 
These handbooks are posted on each building's website. 
They help ensure students and parents are aware of the 
policies, regulations and guiding practices that affect each 
student’s well-being and academic success. Printed copies of handbooks are 
available by contacting the main office of each building.

HANDBOOK HIGHLIGHT
Attendance is critical to learning—and it’s the law
Student attendance is critical to the success of all students, in every building, 
K-12. It is also the law. It is imperative that students attend school each day so 
they don’t miss significant portions of their education. Much learning comes from 
active participation in the classroom and other school activities which cannot be 
replaced or recreated. 
 Parents are encouraged to schedule their child’s appointments with doctors 
and dentists during non-school hours whenever possible. 
 If a student is going to be absent, parents are asked to contact the school’s 
office by 9 a.m. and provide an explanation. If prior contact is not possible, parents 
should provide a written excuse as soon as possible. When no excuse is provided, 
the absence will be unexcused and the student may be considered truant. 
 Imlay City Schools abides by truancy laws of the state of Michigan. Parents 
will be notified if excessive absences occur. A parent/administrator conference 
may be requested. If the student has excessive absences, the matter may be 
referred to the Lapeer County Truancy Program. No credit shall be given for any 
school work not completed as the result of truancy. 
 Excused absences include illness, recovery from an accident, required court 
attendance, family emergencies, doctor visits and funerals. Doctors often are 
happy to provide school absence notes to send in with your child when they return 
to school.

Handbook

First graders become 
investigative reporters
Students in Susan McNary’s 1st-grade class enjoy 
the first week back to school by engaging in a 
“getting to know you” activity. 
 Students were encouraged to learn more 
about their new classmates such as who likes to 
play soccer, who has pets, who can swim, and 
other such topics. 



Watch D.O.G.S. program 
brings adults into school
Borland Elementary is ready to begin its Watch D.O.G.S. program. This is a family 
and community engagement educational initiative. Watch D.O.G.S. encourages 
students, helps assure safe schools, involves games on the playground, helps 
students on/off buses, and models great overall behavior. This program’s benefits:

• Students gain positive male role models
• Schools gain an extra set of eyes and ears. The presence of a father or father

figure will help deter poor behavior, enhance a sense of security in the
building, and create an environment conducive to learning.

• Fathers or father figures get a glimpse of the students’ everyday world and
learn about the increasingly complex challenges and decisions today’s youth
are facing.

• Fathers or father figures gain a greater awareness of the positive impact they
can have on all students in academic performance, self-esteem, and social
behavior.
This program has been recognized by the United States Department of

Education and the United States Department of Health and Human Services and 
has been involved in the U.S. Department of Education’s P.F.I.E. (Partnership for 
Family Involvement in Education) and the department’s Safe School Summit.
 People interested in being a positive male role model (dad, step-dad, grandpa, 
uncle) may contact Borland Elementary at (810) 724-9813.

Imlay City Schools Board of Education
Sharon Muir, President
Greg Dennis, Vice-President
Jim Preisel, Treasurer
Doug Van Dyk, Trustee
Kaylee Kaeding, Trustee
Ashley Whiting, Trustee
Marcel Allen Lamb, Trustee
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634 W. Borland Road
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Important dates 
to remember
2018

• Oct. 26: No school
• Nov. 2: End of first

marking period
• Nov. 8: Early release for

students
• Nov. 9: No School
• Nov. 21–23: No school —

Thanksgiving break
• Dec. 20–Jan. 2: No

school — winter break

2019
• Jan. 3: School resumes
• Jan. 21: No school
• Jan. 25: End of second

marking period; early
release for students

• Feb. 15–18: No school
• March 25–29: No school

— spring break
• April 12: End of third

marking period
• April 19: No school —

Good Friday
• May 27: No School —

Memorial Day
• June 13: TENTATIVE last

day of school
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