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PLANNING FOR THE FUTURE  

‘No tax rate increase’ bond 
means safer, stronger schools
Providing a safer environment for students and staff is one reason the Imlay City 
Schools Board of Education has placed a no tax rate increase bond proposal on the Nov. 
5 ballot. The other two reasons are to make the facilities smarter by providing an up-
to-date learning environment for students and stronger by protecting the community’s 
investment in its schools. 
 “As a school district, we are being proactive when it comes to ensuring the safety of 
students,” said Dr. Cameron, superintendent of Imlay City Schools. “We do not want to 
encounter a serious security issue like other schools have faced,” Cameron said.

Safer schools
To make the buildings safer, single points of entry will be added at all school buildings, 
Cameron said. Visitors will still be required to request entrance to all buildings through 
a video surveillance system. Once admitted, visitors will enter the main office 

▲ CLASSROOM TECHNOLOGY: Imlay City Schools will use bond money to expand opportunities for 
students to learn collaboratively in new Science, Technology, Engineering and Math (STEM) areas.
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instead of having immediate access to 
the entire building. 
 In addition to single points of 
entry, other safety improvements 
include upgrading exterior 
and interior lighting, updating 
playgrounds, adding video 
surveillance entrance controls at main 
entrances, replacing intercoms and 
fire alarms, and updating the school 
pubic announcement (PA) systems.

Smarter schools
To make the learning environment 
smarter, media centers will be 
converted to STEM (Science, 
Technology, Engineering and 
Math) areas to provide needed 
space for collaborative and project-
based learning for students. Older 
furniture will be replaced, student 
and staff computers will be upgraded, 
classroom instructional technology 
and the infrastructure needed to support learning will be replaced. In addition, a 
500-seat Performing Arts Center will be built at Imlay City High School for student 
instruction and performances, and for community use.

Stronger schools
To make Imlay City Schools stronger, the school district will protect the community’s 
investment in its schools by addressing facility needs such as replacing roofs, updating 
heating/cooling systems, repaving and expanding parking lots, improving lighting, 
replacing interior and exterior doors, and installing new locking systems.
 School board President Sharon Muir said that an in-depth facility study was 
completed by construction management experts before developing a proposal to bring 
to the community. “We narrowed down the short- and long-term needs at each facility,” 
Muir said.  “We wanted to make sure that we addressed facility needs for at least the 
next 15 to 20 years while being fiscally and educationally responsible to residents of 
Imlay City Schools.” 
 Superintendent Cameron said, “If approved by voters, the bond proposal will help 
assure that we are providing the type of educational programming residents want for 
students of Imlay City Schools. And it’s important for voters to know that all of the 
proposed projects to make our schools Safer, Smarter, and Stronger included in the 
$36.8 million bond proposal can be completed without increasing the current tax rate.” 

For more information about projects included in the bond 
proposal, go to www.icschools.us or call Superintendent  
Dr. Stu Cameron at (810) 724-2765. 
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Students can have 
fun announcing 
next snow day
Students of Imlay City Schools: 
You may not be able to call a snow 
day when you want, but you CAN 
make a snow day announcement. 
Over the past few years, you’ve 
surely seen many of the fun 
snow day announcement videos 
where the school superintendent 
sings a song or acts out a scene to 
announce the closing of school 
due to the weather. This year, ICS 
Superintendent Dr. Stu Cameron, 
is looking for the ICS VIPs 
(YOU) to help him announce 
snow days.
 He is accepting video 
submissions for snow day 
announcements from Spartan 
students and families. Selected 
videos will be used to announce 
snow days this year. Guidelines 
for the videos are:
• You must be an ICS student
• The content of the video must 

be school-appropriate
• Videos should not be longer 

than 3 minutes
• Be creative and have fun

Email your video, titled Snow 
Day Video, to Dr. Cameron at 
scameron@icschools.us. 

Facebook
@ImlayCitySchools

Website
icschools.us

Twitter
@Dr_Stu_Cameron

▲ SAFER SCHOOLS:  The Nov. 5 bond 
proposal allocates funding that will 
make district buildings even safer.

Connect with us
Custom App (Apple & Android)
Imlay City Schools



MESSAGE FROM THE SUPERINTENDENT

Building improvements are only 
part of what we’re doing for safety
I’ve had the pleasure in recent days of hearing from parents and community groups 
about the district’s Nov. 5 bond proposal. No matter the venue or the makeup of the 
crowd, one point above all others seems to resonate with everyone in the room: as a 
school community, we want to keep our children safe. According to the federal Center 

for Homeland Defense and Security, 2018 was the worst year on 
record for school violence.
 As a district, we know that offering the safest possible 
environment requires a broad-based approach that not only 
features a safety-conscious physical building, but also attends 
to the root causes of school violence and offers prevention 
programs. In the past three years, the district has focused on 
addressing mental health and socio-emotional development of 
students. We’ve added full-time counseling services at the middle 
school in addition to our counseling services at the high school. 

This year, we’re also adding a social worker to work part-time with students in our 
elementary schools. 
 We have invested in special training for staff to develop their skills in combating 
the root causes of school violence in children, threat assessment, and prevention. We 
run regular safety drills with students. Programs such as the Friends of Rachel, Positive 
Behavior Intervention and 
Support, Promoting Positive 
School Climate, OK2SAY and 
others are used throughout 
our buildings. These programs 
offer students models and 
supports for positive behaviors, 
opportunities to report 
concerns, and avenues for them 
to connect in a positive way 
with their peers and the adults 
in our buildings. We partner 
with local law enforcement to 
employ a highly skilled school 
liaison officer who runs safety 
programs for our children and assists school personnel in threat assessment.
 We’re proud of the physical environment of the schools, but we know it can be 
better. That’s why the district’s bond proposal places a strong focus on school safety. 
Secure single-point entries separating those entering a building from immediate 
contact with children, improved surveillance and entry systems, communications 
equipment (integrated PA systems), upgraded alarm panels, and more secure doors, 
door hardware, and windows are needed. Should the proposal pass, we also will replace 
aging buses with newer, safer models.  
 In this issue of Spartan Nation, you’ll have an opportunity to read more about 
this important proposal, and about the other great things happening in the district. As 
always, Go Spartans! 

IMLAY CITY SCHOOLS WE SEE SUCCESS

The Spartan Nation, Fall 2019   3

Dr. Stu Cameron
Superintendent

BLUE AND GOLD ZONE
Follow Spartans on 
Web, social media
Summer highlights:

• Football camp and 7 v 7
• Wrestling, open mat
• Cross-country camp
• Cheer camp
• Girls basketball, summer league and 

camps
• Boys basketball, summer league and 

camps
• Tennis camp
• Volleyball, summer leagues and camps
 
More information:

• Check icspartanathletics.com 
to receive schedule updates and 
information

• Check out IC Spartan Athletics on 
social media

icspartanathletics

@SpartansIC 

▲ Bond: Vote will benefit students.
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HANDBOOK HIGHLIGHT
Required drills help 
keep everyone safe
Each building in the 
district is required 
by state law to have 
emergency drills 
each school year. The 
required drills are fire, 
tornado, and lockdown.  Schools are also 
required to document these drills and 
post them on their building websites. 
Each building in the ICS district adheres 
to these guidelines and schedules their 
drills accordingly. Unscheduled drills are 
also documented on building websites. 

Fire drills
A minimum of five fire drills for 
each school year with at least 
three conducted by Dec. 1, with 
reasonable spacing intervals 
between each. At least one of 
these drills must be conducted 
during lunch, recess, or at 
passing time.
 

Tornado drills
A minimum of two tornado 
safety drills for each school 
year. At least one of these shall 
be conducted during March. At 
least one of these drills must be 
conducted during lunch, recess, 
or a passing time.

Lockdown drills
A minimum of three lockdown 
drills for each school year with 
at least one conducted by Dec. 
1 and one conducted after Jan. 
1. At least one of these drills 
must be conducted during 
lunch, recess, or a passing time. 

Handbook

▲ FEEDING STUDENTS: Superintendent Dr. Stu Cameron poses with 
Realty Executives Main Street agents Ray Megie, Doug Ferrell, and 
Chantel Fick as the three agents present the district with a check for 
$3,693 to cover all lunch debts of Imlay City students.

Real estate firm pays off student lunch debt
This year, there was something extra for students to smile about when they 
returned to school: Agents from Realty Executives Main Street LLC of Lapeer paid off 
all student lunch debt, meaning all students started the year with a $0 account balance. 
All three Realty Executives Main Street agents attribute much of their success to their 
community involvement and dedication to superior customer service. 
• Ray Megie, broker/owner of Realty Executives Main Street has been a licensed 

Realtor for over 23 years and has sold over 4,000 homes in his career. 
• Chantel Fick is a 2008 graduate of Imlay City High School. She earned a 

bachelor’s degree in Legal Studies. She managed a real estate firm in Oakland 
County as the lead paralegal before joining Realty Executives Main Street. She is 
rated among the top agents in Lapeer County. 

• Doug Ferrell is a buyer and seller agent with Realty Executives Main Street. He 
has been a licensed Realtor for 13 years and has been voted “Best of the Best” 
Realtor in Lapeer County for 8 years in a row.

2019-20 Board of Education meetings
The Imlay City Board of Education will hold regular meetings on the 
following dates during the 2019-20 school year. Regular meetings are on the 
fourth Monday of the month except in December and May they will be on 
the third Monday. Future meeting dates: Oct. 28, Nov. 25, Dec. 16, Jan. 27, 
Feb. 24, March 23, April 27, May 18, and June 22. The meeting calendar and 
additional board information can be found at www.icschools.us. Click on the 
“Board” tab.
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▲ STAY HEALTHY: Families play an important role in children’s health.

HEALTH AND WELLNESS

It’s easy and fun to keep active 
Imlay City Schools encourages its families to stay active throughout the school year. 
Some ideas of how to make that happen this fall:  

Get into a routine
• Take a family walk around the block or neighborhood.
• Play upbeat music and dance your way through family chores.
• Walk or bike to school, if your schedule allows.

Play Together
• Plan something active with your 

family instead of watching a movie or 
going to a restaurant.

• Explore parks, bike paths, hiking 
trails, tennis courts and other free or 
low-cost physical activity options near 
your home.

• Spend an afternoon at the local 
playground or find a park with a 
walking path or fitness course.

• Play a round of miniature golf or go to 
batting cages together.

Set Family Fitness Goals
• Post goals on the fridge, along with a 

way to track everyone’s progress. Cheer 
each other on as you achieve your goals.

• Buy inexpensive pedometers or use 
your personal health trackers and have a 
contest to see who takes the most steps 
in a week.

• ‘Tis the season for charity walks and runs. Train as a family for a 5K or 10K. Cook 
or go out for a healthy breakfast afterward to celebrate your accomplishment.

ICS ALUMNI SPOTLIGHT
Schools benefit from 
alumnus’ expertise

Mitchell P. Blonde, 
a 1990 graduate of 
Imlay City High 
School, has carved 
out an impressive 
career in higher 
education. Blonde, a 
certified fundraising 

executive, joined the Tiffin University 
President’s Cabinet in 2017. Before 
that, he spent 10 years as vice president 
of institutional advancement for Siena 
Heights University, a Catholic liberal arts 
institution in Adrian, MI. He has more 
than two decades of experience in higher 
education, the majority in leadership 
positions.
 Blonde earned degrees from Adrian 
College and Siena Heights University. 
His development career began at Adrian 
College while serving as director of 
annual giving. He later became the 
major gift officer at Bowling Green State 
University. He was named executive 
director of the Jackson Community 
College Foundation in 2005 and has 
taught at Central Michigan University, 
Baker College of Port Huron, Adrian 
College, and Siena Heights University.
  Blonde has served on numerous non-
profit boards and committees. Currently, 
he is on the board of the Tiffin–Seneca 
Public Library and is a trustee for the 
Four County Community Foundation.
  He enjoys golfing, hunting, fishing, 
and traveling in his free time. He and his 
wife, Dawn, have two children.

About our alumni
Imlay City Schools understands how 
important alumni are to the continued 
excellence of the district. To learn more 
about getting involved, please check 
out the Alumni section of the district 
website, at www.icschools.us/alumni

▲ Train and participate as a family 
for a 5K run such as the Imlay City 
5K Color Run. 
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▲ EARLY COLLEGE: The Imlay City Early College offers students the 
opportunity to earn college credit at no cost while still in high school.

Imlay City students have opportunities to 
better prepare for life after high school
To assure students are fully prepared for their post-high school pathways, ICHS 
provides a plethora of opportunities. 
• Students participating in the Lapeer County Educational and Technical Center are 

able to receive training and instruction in high-skill, high-wage, and high-demand 
technical career fields ranging from auto repair to welding.

• ICHS has six Advanced Placement (AP) courses, including a newer offering 
in computer science. Other AP courses are offered online. In 2018, ICHS was 
named to the College Board’s 9th Annual Advanced Placement Honor Roll. This 
Honor Roll recognized school districts that increased their AP coursework while 
maintaining or increasing the percentage of students earning scores of 3 or higher 
on AP exams to earn college credits. Currently, 157 students are enrolled in AP 
courses. 

• Currently, eight high school seniors are dual-enrolled with the University of 
Michigan-Flint in the DEEP Program. Seniors can earn up to 13 credit hours. 

• A number of seniors are dual-enrolled at both 2-and 4-year universities, earning up 
to 3-4 college credits per hour. 

• Nine students are enrolled in the Imlay City Early College program. These students 
earn up to 39 college credits during their junior and senior years of high school, with 
the option to earn 24 additional college credits during a “13th” year. This is a free 
program. Early College students have the potential to graduate high school with an 
associate degree.  

Senior Izzy Aune said the Imlay City Early College has not only 
given her “more of an education, but also more information 
and expectations for the real world.” She added, “It has 
definitely prepared me for my adult life.” Sarah Hubbard, 
also a senior, said of the Early College: “The best part 
about this program is that it throws us into the deep 
end, but with a safety net that is made up of advisors and 
teachers whose goal it is to treat us like college students 
but keep us from falling between the cracks.”

Adults sought as male 
role models in schools
Imlay City Schools is looking for 
Dads of Great Students (D.O.G.S.) —
or step-dads, grandfathers, uncles, 
cousins, community members, or other 
males who would like to serve as role 
models for elementary aged students by 
volunteering one day during the school 
year. 
 Watch D.O.G.S. is a family and 
community engagement educational 
initiative. The program encourages 
students, helps assure safe schools, 
involves games on the playground, helps 
students on/off buses, and models great 
overall behavior. The program’s benefits:
• Students gain positive male role 

models
• Schools gain an extra set of eyes and 

ears. The presence of a father or father 
figure will help deter poor behavior, 
enhance a sense of security in the 
building, and create an environment 
conducive to learning. 

• Fathers or father figures get a glimpse 
of the students’ everyday world and 
learn about the increasingly complex 
challenges and decisions today’s 
youth are facing. 

• Fathers or father figures gain a greater 
awareness of the positive impact they 
can have on all students in academic 
performance, self-esteem, and social 
behavior.

To learn more about the WATCH 
D.O.G.S. program, contact Weston 
Elementary (grades K-2) at (810) 724-
9812, or Borland Elementary (grades 
3-5) at (810) 724-9813.
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DuVal family donates property for 
nature preserve / outdoor classroom
 
The family of Grover and Gertrude (Trudy) DuVal 
has donated a 26-acre land parcel to Imlay City 
Schools for an outdoor classroom and nature preserve 
for scientific study. Superintendent Dr. Stu Cameron 
said, “This is an incredibly generous and thoughtful 
gesture, and it’s one that will benefit generations of 
Imlay City students.”
 The property is just south of Newark Road and 
east of Lake Pleasant Road (between Lake Pleasant 
and Atwell roads). It is heavily wooded and has 
wetlands. The Long Lake Drain runs diagonally 
along the site. The property has been described as 
a “highway for deer and other animals,” especially 
along the wetland areas.
  John DuVal, Grover and Trudy’s son, has been 
working with the district for the past year helping 
to transfer the property to the schools. John DuVal 
detailed how his father purchased the property to 
expose his children (who lived in the city) to farming 
and the outdoors. Over time, Mr. DuVal divided the 
original 81 acres and sold a number of the parcels 
and outbuildings. Trudy DuVal, the current property 
owner, now lives in Louisville, KY, and was interested 
in finding a new owner who could care for the 
property. 
 The district recently developed an Advanced 
Placement Environmental Science course which 
uses such a “living lab” for environmental study. It is 
behind the athletic complex, but is very small and as 
a result, students are unable to fully reap the benefits 
of the lab. This donation will provide those students, 
and all K-12 science students, a large “outdoor classroom” in which to study biology, living science, and conduct environmental 
studies.  
 The vision is that students will be able to test the freshwater of the Long Lake Drain, study soil samples, examine plants and 
wildlife, and conduct experiments just as environmental scientists, biologists, zoologists, conservationists, and naturalists do. This is 
an opportunity for real hands-on learning and the application of what students learn in their coursework.  
  The timing for this offer fits with other district initiatives. In addition to the development of the Environmental Science program, 
the district has invested resources and received grants through the Safari Club International to provide special training to two Imlay 
City teachers in developing outdoor classrooms, and in integrating wilderness and conservation lessons into their classrooms. This 
training was provided through the American Wilderness Leadership School (safariclubfoundation.org/american-wilderness-
leadership-school).
  The district has a number of avid outdoorsmen on staff, as well, and there are opportunities for those teachers to use this property 
for outdoor activities. A few years ago, Josh Henley at ICHS started a fishing club. 
 “This is an incredible gift, and one for which the district is truly grateful. Mrs. DuVal’s thoughtfulness and graciousness has put 
the school district in a unique and most positive position,” Dr. Cameron said.

▲ The DuVal family has donated 26 acres of land Imlay City 
Schools to be used for educational purposes.
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Important dates 
to remember

2019
• Nov. 5: School bond 

election. Please vote
• Nov. 7: Early release 
• Nov. 8: No school
• Nov. 27-29: No school. 

Happy Thanksgiving
• Dec. 23-Jan. 3: No 

school, winter break

2020
• Jan. 6: School resumes
• Jan. 17: Early release
• Jan. 20: No school
• Feb. 14-17: No school
• March 30-April 3: No 

school, spring break
• April 10: No school
• May 25: No school
• June 4: Tentative last day 

of school

Sommer wins state poster contest
Kendall Sommer, at left, a 2019 Imlay City graduate, was a winner of 
the Michigan Youth for Service Poster Contest. Posing with her is Gov. 
Gretchen Whitmer. ICHS 2019 graduate Mallory Wezel and current 
sophomore Mary Lengemann were finalists. Attending the ceremony was 
ICS art teacher Greg Irwin.

Kindergartners start college funds
Weston Elementary is participating in a children’s savings 
program available to all kindergarten students in Lapeer 
County schools. LEAF, or Lapeer County Education 
Attainment Fund, establishes long-term savings accounts 
that provide incentives to help children and their families 
save for post-secondary education. The Lapeer County 
Community Foundation will establish a $25 savings 
account for all kindergarten students. The foundation 
has committed to “seeding” these accounts for new 
kindergarten students for the next three years. Money that 
accrues in these savings accounts is limited to career training/
education after high school. This would include tuition for traditional 2/4 year degrees, 
professional training, or skilled trades’ certification. LEAF funds may also be used for 
other educational expenses such as lab supplies and textbooks.


