
MESSAGE FROM THE SUPERINTENDENT

Security starts with relationships
Keeping students safe tops the priority list for Imlay City 
Schools. All staff members at our campus buildings are paying 
extra attention to students’ needs in the wake of school tragedies 
across the nation.
 When these types of incidents occur, we know that students 
will have a number of different reactions, and our teachers and 
counselors are always on the lookout for students that require 
extra time and attention.
 Parents and families are affected, too. So are school staff 
and administration. We have caring,  thoughtful people in our 
schools. That mindset is what draws most of us to this line of work. When kids are hurt, 
or they are in danger, we hurt. That’s true whether it be kids in our district, neighboring 
districts, or across the country. 
 Imlay City Schools has taken numerous proactive steps, including having staff 
participate in training exercises. Each building has a “buzzer” entry system with closed 
circuit cameras. Perimeter doors are locked to better control who enters our buildings. 
We also conduct regular safety drills, including intruder/lockdown drills with students. 
 We have strong relationships with law enforcement, first responders, and especially
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▲ STARTING SCHOOL: 
Registration for Kindergarten and 
“Begindergarten” for the 2018–19 
school year is going on now at 
Weston Elementary School. Please 
turn to Page 2 to learn more about 
how the process works.
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Superintendent
cont’d from page 1
school liaison officer, Joe DeLuca. They 
frequently participate in our safety drills 
and are actively involved in security 
planning. Most recently, school officials 
and local police met to explore options 
to improve timely communication 
with each other and our parents. We 
continuously strive to improve our 
processes and procedures and value the 
partnerships and feedback from our 
parents. 
 With all of this in mind, the bedrock 
of our work is developing positive 
relationships with students. That goes a 
long way to position them for success in 
academics, but also communicates our 
genuine care and concern for them as 
individuals. It allows staff to establish 
open lines of communication and 
make recommendations for academic 
assistance or counseling as appropriate. 
These relationships are vital to the overall 
health and well-being of our students and 
our schools. 

Dr. Stu Cameron, Superintendent

Weston Elementary welcomes new 
groups of its youngest students
Weston Elementary is registering Kindergarten and Begindergarten students for 
the 2018–2019 school year. To register, parents must bring the child’s original birth 
certificate, a picture ID with current address or other proof of residency, the child’s 
immunization record, and information regarding any medical conditions the child may 
have. 
 Weston Principal Devon Caudill said, “Imlay City Schools and the staff at Weston 
Elementary work to form positive relationships with our students and families. 
Through these strong school-to-home relationships, we can work together to provide an 
excellent educational experience for your child. 
 “At Imlay City Schools, we see success in your child. We are committed to 
immersing your child in a learning experience that provides quality academic 
instruction, promotes creative and critical thinking, encourages caring, kindness and 
friendship, and provides opportunities for your child to develop their own individual 
interests,” she said.  
 Contact Weston Elementary at (810) 724-9812 or email Weston Principal Caudill 
at dcaudill@icschools.us 

▲ Kindergarten teachers(L to R): Back row: Mr. Stewart, Mrs. Combs, Mrs. 
Debbs, Mr. Bara, and Ms. Majerle. Front row: Mrs. Redd, Mrs. Brown, and 
Mrs. Thibodeau

National Hispanic 
Recognition Program 
honors two for scores
Sofia Villeda and Carlos Gonzalez have 
been selected for the National Hispanic 
Recognition Program sponsored by the 
College Board. They scored in the top 
2.5% on the PSAT/NMSQT among all 
Hispanic and Latino high school juniors 
that took the test. 

High school to add AP computer science class
Imlay City High School is expanding its Advanced Placement offerings 
by adding AP Computer Science Principles next fall as an elective. This class 
is a full-year, rigorous, entry-level course that introduces high school students 
to the foundations of modern computing. The course covers a broad range of 
foundational topics such as programming, algorithms, big data, digital privacy 
and security, and the societal impacts of computing. 
 This course, taught by Doug Sloan, is recognized by the College Board as 
an endorsed class. That endorsement affirms that all components of the class are 
aligned to AP Curriculum Framework standards. The only prerequisite for this 
class would be a C or higher in Algebra I. Students taking this course may elect 
to take the Spring Exam to earn college credit.

Sofia Villeda Carlos Gonzalez
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ICS ALUMNI SPOTLIGHT
Gilliland’s interest in 
engineering leads  
to job in Texas

Alyssa Gilliland 
was interested in 
chemical engineering 
as a high school 
student. This interest 
led her to attend 
Kettering University 
and study chemical 

engineering. Her work at Kettering, 
combined with her co-op at Dow 
Automotive, prepared her for her job as 
an analyzer systems engineer at the Dow 
Chemical Co. located in Freeport, TX. 
Ms. Gilliland started her job in October 
2017, after graduating from Kettering in 
September 2017. Her advice to students: 
“Have faith in yourself, keep telling 
yourself you can do it, and eventually  
you can.”  

Class of 1900

Imlay City Schools 
Alumni Association 
invites participation
Anyone who graduated from, attended, 
or taught in the Imlay City Schools 
is automatically a member of the Imlay 
City Schools Alumni Association. Voting 
members are those who pay annual 
dues or take a life membership. To get 
more information about the Alumni 
Association and how to become a voting 
or life member, please visit its website at: 
www.icschools.us/alumni/membership/

DeClark chosen for  
Inspiring Teacher Award

Tom DeClark has been chosen for an Inspiring 
Teacher Award given out by Women in Engineering 
Recruitment and K–12 Outreach at Michigan State 
University. One of DeClark’s previous students 
nominated, and credits, him with inspiring her to pursue 
an engineering major. This award recognizes educators 
who have gone out of their way to encourage students in 
the field of engineering. 
 DeClark was presented with a certificate of 
recognition and a $200 award. ICS Superintendent Dr. 
Stu Cameron commented, “Tom is a phenomenal teacher. 

He has been published in his professional organization’s publication, constructed our 
MST-PBL program from scratch, developed a conceptual physics curriculum for our 
students, is a STEM Integration coach for our district (providing coaching to other 
teachers in best practices for science instruction), has participated in a number of 
unique workshops and professional development opportunities, and is great with our 
kids.”

Weston Elementary Reading 
Olympics ends with pizza
Weston classrooms participated in the 
Reading Olympics, a three-week reading 
program in which students practice reading 
at their instructional level for a certain 
number of minutes each day. Students kept 
track of how many minutes they read (or 
were read to) each day at home. Students 
who read 40-59 minutes a week earned a 
bronze reading award. Students who read 
60-89 minutes a week earned silver, and 
students who read 90 minutes earned a 
gold award. 
 Top classrooms from each grade level, 
who had the most gold medals, earned a 
pizza party for their reading successes. The 
winners were:
• Preschool: Mrs. Meyers with 40 gold 

medals 
• Kindergarten: Mrs. Thibodeau with 32 

gold medals
• First Grade: Mrs. Delboy with 40 gold 

medals
• Second Grade: Mrs. Kelly with 49 gold 

medals
▲ Reading Olympics began with a 
Kick-Off Assembly



Millie and her husband, Corey.

▲ Accepting the award on Millie’s 
behalf were her parents Juan and 
Deborah Martinez.
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Chester Marcol
Chester Marcol is a 1968 graduate who 
participated in football and track while 
attending Imlay City High School. He 
attended Hillsdale College from 1968–
1972 where he was NCAA All-American 
and broke the NCAA record for longest 
field goal. Chester played in the NFL 
from 1972–1980. He was drafted in the 
second round by the Green Bay Packers 
and voted as the NFC Rookie of the Year 
in 1972. He was inducted into the Green 
Bay Packers Hall of Fame in 1987. He 
lives in Upper Michigan and works as a 
counselor.

◀ Chester 
accepting his 
award at the 
January Induction 
Ceremony.

Millie Martinez
Milagro “Millie” Martinez (Maggette) is 
a 1988 graduate and a three-time all-state 
basketball player who scored 2,135 career 
points. She was also a two-time all-
state shortstop in softball. Millie played 
basketball at Georgia Tech and was All-
ACC second team in 2002 and All-ACC 
Defense Team for 2001 and 2002. After 
her college career, Millie went on to play 
for the Puerto Rican National Team 
and played for the Phoenix Mercury in 
the WNBA. She lives in California with 
her husband and children. The district 
developed the “Milagro Field” softball 
complex due to a generous gift from 

Spartan Athletic Hall of Fame 
welcomes first inductees

Al Dorow
Al Dorow is  a 1947 graduate who 
played football, basketball, baseball, 
and track. He was the MHSAA Class C 
hurdle champion. Al went to college at 
Michigan State University. He led MSU 
to a national championship and was 
NCAA All-American quarterback in 
1951. He was drafted in the third round 
by the Washington Redskins in 1952. 
His professional career in the NFL was 
from 1954–1962 and he played for the 
Washington Redskins, Philadelphia 

▲ Millie Martinez

▲ Chester Marcol ▲ Lyle Powers ▲ Al Dorow

▲ Lee Weyer

Five noteworthy Imlay City Schools individuals were inducted Jan. 27  
as the first class in the district’s Athletic Hall of Fame. 



How to make a Hall 
of Fame nomination:
The Imlay City Schools Athletic 
Department will accept Hall of 
Fame nominations for the next 
induction until Oct. 1. Criteria and 
nomination forms are available at 
the Imlay City High School Athletic 
Department and online at:  
www.icspartans.com.

Lyle Powers
Lyle Powers was the Imlay City football 
coach from 1948–1958 with a 49-32-
2 record. His Spartans were league 
champions in 1955, 1956, 1957, 1958, and 
1959. Lyle was also the basketball coach 
from 1948-1965 with a 224-91 record. 
He led the basketball team to league 
championships nine times, district 
champions five times, and regional 
champions in 1950 and 1963. Lyle 
coached baseball from 1948-1965 with a 
139-39 record. He led the baseball team 
to 10 league titles. 

▲ Accepting the award on Lyle’s 
behalf were his son Mical and 
daughter-in-law, Jan.

Eagles, New York Titans, the Buffalo 
Bills and British Columbia Lions (CFL). 
Al was in the Pro-Bowl in 1956 and the 
AFL All-Star in 1961. After his NFL 
career, Al coached from 1963–1974. 
He was quarterback coach at Hillsdale 
College and Michigan State University. 
He became head football coach for the 
Hamilton Tiger-Cats in the CFL.

▲ Accepting the award on Al’s 
behalf were his daughters Jill 
Walker and Bernie Brown and his 
grandson Steven Walker.

Lee Weyer
Lee Weyer is a 1954 graduate and played 
football, basketball, and baseball. Lee 
went on  to become a MLB umpire from 
1961-1988. He umpired four MLB All-
Star games, five National League
Championship Series and umpired the 
World Series in 1969, 1976, 1982, and 
1987. He also umpired the game 
in which Hank Aaron broke Babe Ruth’s 
home run record and the game that Pete 
Rose broke Ty Cobb’s hit record. The Lee 
Weyer scholarship is given out every year 
to a deserving senior. 

◀ Accepting the 
award on Lee’s 
behalf was his 
nephew Gary.
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New Dean of 
Students focuses  
on success of all

Josh Henley has 
joined Imlay City 
Schools as the 
new high school 
Dean of Students. 
He  graduated from 
Central Michigan 
University and 
taught 14 years at 

LakeVille Community Schools. As Dean 
of Students, Henley’s primary focus will 
be student success. He is responsible 
for student discipline, attendance, and 
directing the high school’s academic 
intervention program.

Schools app puts 
latest information 
in easy reach
The Imlay City Schools app is 
available on both Apple IOS and 
Android Google. To download 
and access the free app in an 
app store, search for “Imlay 
City Schools.” Once the app 
downloads, preferences can be 
customized, including which 
school(s) for which one would 
like to receive notifications and 
information. The app allows 
access to district news, the district 
calendar, upcoming events, 
access to each building’s website, 
a staff directory, the district’s 
Twitter and Facebook feeds, 
PowerSchool’s Parent Portal, 
the district YouTube channel, 
athletics information, and food 
service information. Additionally, 
users can set up notifications 
when the district or individual 
buildings have important 
information to share.



Important dates 
to remember
Weston Elementary

• April 19: Preschool 
Registration 9–11 a.m. 
and 3-7 p.m.

• June 8: Field Day
• Last Day of School: 

Carnival

Borland
• June 1: 5th Grade 

Carnival
• Last Day of School: Field 

Day

Middle School
• May 3: MS/HS Talent 

Show @ high school
• May 18: Dance 2:25 p.m.
• May 23: Art/Band 

Festival 6 p.m.
• June 4: 6th Grade 

Honors Assembly 1 p.m.
• June 5: 7th Grade 

Honors Assembly 1 p.m.
• June 6: 8th Grade 

Honors Assembly 1 p.m.
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Borland Elementary 5th graders show off spelling skills
Three Borland Elementary 5th graders rose to the top 
during the 2018 Spelling Bee. The top 5 spellers from each 
5th grade classroom participated in a school-wide spelling 
bee. The winners were: 1st place, Charlotte O’Brien; 2nd 
place, Addison Cameron; and 3rd place, Heather Smith. 
Charlotte represented Borland in the Lapeer Countywide 
Spelling Bee on March 20. 

◀ L to R: 1st place, Charlotte, 2nd place, Addison, 
and 3rd place, Heather.

Imlay City Middle School 
cheers on its top spellers
Three Imlay City Middle School students at each grade level won the 
school spelling bees. Winners went on to compete at the Lapeer County 
Spelling Bee.  

6th grade winners  
(L to R):
• 1st, Joseph Gass 

(championship 
word:  Bulletin)

• 2nd, Abby Stapleton
• 3rd, Dominic 

Thompson

7th grade winners  
(L to R):
• 1st, Mandy Granz 

(championship 
word:  Chesapeake)

• 2nd, William Keesler
• 3rd, Charlie Puentes

8th grade winners  
(L to R):
• 1st, Alyssa Elder 

(championship 
word: Anecdote)

• 2nd, Emma 
Urbaniak

• 3rd, Dean Aune



BLUE AND GOLD ZONE
Winter athletics 
include noteworthy 
achievements
Bowling: 

Sophomore, Adam VanBuren became 
a MHSAA Division 3 Regional 
Champion. He averaged a score of 200 
throughout six matches. Adam missed 
the final cut by 30 pins at the state finals 
in Muskegon.
 

Wrestling: 
Five Spartan wrestlers qualified for the 
MHSAA Division 2 State Finals at Ford 
Field. 
• Freshmen, Dakota Sandzik – 103 lbs.
• Freshmen, Israel Santaella – 112 lbs.
• Senior, Eric Pawlaczyk – 119 lbs. 

(Eric finished 3rd in the state) 
• Junior, Wesley Hampton – 130 lbs. 

(Wesley finished 4th in the state.) 
• Junior, Hunter Mullins – 145 lbs. 

Football: 
Jim Carlisle has been named varsity 
football coach. He previously had been 
head coach at Kenmare (ND), Center 
Line, and Taylor Kennedy. Coach 
Carlisle said, “A head football coach, 
especially in a community like Imlay 
City, must not only provide the best 
practice and game day coaching possible, 
but he must do so in an honorable and 
accountable manner—not only to his 
players, but also to those players’ parents 
and to the administration to whom he 
must ultimately answer. I’m excited 
to be here and I believe Imlay City is a 
sleeping giant.” 
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Imlay City area businesses help kick 
off March is Reading Month with the 
third annual Community Reading Night. 
The Imlay City Downtown Development 
Authority hosted the event, providing 
celebrity readers, fun activities, and a 
book swap for students at Weston and 
Borland elementaries.
 Several businesses from outside 
downtown came to a central location to 
participate and connect with students. 
The book swap helps students get ‘new 
to them’ books. In addition to receiving 
books, teachers are on hand to help 
provide support for parents and students 
with strategies on selecting “good fit” 
books. 
 New this year was a “Cars for Kids” 
fundraiser hosted by Milnes Chrysler. 
Attendees could raise money for the 
schools by test driving a Chrysler vehicle.
Elementary teachers said promoting 
literacy is always in the forefront. This 
event provides another way to get 
students excited about reading.

▲ 4th grade teacher Mrs. Sung engages children with her exciting story, 
which she read at 123 Escape Room.

Community Reading Night 
events make literacy fun

A thank-you goes to 
these celebrity readers 
and businesses for their 
participation and support:
• Ruth Hughes Library
• Imlay City Police Department
• Creations Floral
• Yockey Law Offices
• On the Avenue Hair Salon
• 123 Escape Room
• Tri-City Times
• Castle in the Sky Book Store
• 4th Street Antiques
• Imlay City Florist
• Imlay City Fire Department
• Jalisco’s Mexican Café and 

Deli (donated all profits from 
5:30–7:30 p.m.)

• United Methodist Church 
(hosted the book swap)

• Milnes Chrysler and Cars for 
Classrooms (donated $10 for 
each test-drive)



Student artists recognized  
for their artistic achievements
Zofia Borek received the grand prize in a statewide competition, “Parenting is for 
a Lifetime.” Her poster was selected from entries across the state. It will be printed in 
poster form and distributed statewide. Imlay City High School senior Alison Harper 
took first place and sophomore Rebecca Bruce took 2nd place in the same contest. The 
contest’s purpose is to draw attention to the importance of  proper parenting. 
 Alison Harper also entered a soil conservation poster contest and received first 
place in the regional and also in the state for her poster “Healthy Soils are full of Life” 
sponsored by the Lapeer Conservation District. The contest is intended to advertise the 
importance of our environment and its impact on life. The poster is now entered in the 
national competition and results are pending.

▲ Alison Harper, 1st place▲ Zofia Borek, grand prize
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Annie’s Big Nature 
Lesson takes learning 
outside at 7 Ponds
For the second year in a row, 
4th grade students participated 
in Annie’s Big Nature Lesson at 
Seven Ponds Nature Center in 
Dryden. For five consecutive days, 
students go off-site and make 
nature their classroom. Teachers 
prepare lessons in advance of 
the trip, but important learning 
occurs as students observe and 
reflect on what happens while out 
on the trails.
 Students have had the chance 
to dissect owl pellets, study 
animal skeletons, identify tracks 
of various animals, and investigate 
plant life.


