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IMLAY CITY SCHOOLS: SAFER, STRONGER, SMARTER

‘No tax increase’ bond proposal 
Nov. 5 addresses school needs
Making Imlay City Schools Safer, Smarter, and Stronger is the focus of the Nov. 5 
bond vote. The $36.8 million, “no tax rate increase” bond proposal will address current 
and future facility needs at all schools and facilities. In addition, the proposal will add 
six classrooms to house the increasing enrollment in early childhood programs, and 
construct a 500-seat Performing Arts Center for student and community use.
 All bond projects are designed to make the school district Safer, by providing a safe 
learning environment; Smarter, by providing an up-to-date learning environment for 
students; and Stronger, by protecting the community’s investment in its schools.  
 To make the school district safer, single points of entry will be added at all school 
buildings. Other safety improvements will include upgrading exterior lighting, adding 
video surveillance entrance controls at main entrances, replacing school intercoms, 
replacing fire alarms, and updating school PA systems.

See “Bond Vote” page 2

▲ ‘CAMP OVERDRIVE’ BENEFITS STUDENTS AND DISTRICT: Camp Overdrive staff, student mentors and 
incoming freshmen spent two weeks this summer engaging in mathematical problem solving, learning about 
collaboration and teamwork, and creating lasting friendships. Their culminating activity resulted in several 
handmade benches for the district’s athletics fields.
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MESSAGE FROM THE SUPERINTENDENT

Special edition talks about the future 
We’re bringing you this special edition of The Spartan Nation 
to highlight important news and events for our entire school 
community. Of particular note is the upcoming school bond 
election for voters in the Imlay City school district. On Nov. 5, the 
community will have an opportunity to help our schools become 
safer, smarter, and stronger. While you’ve likely seen some articles 
with basic information about the bond election, we’ve included 
more details here, and plan to communicate regularly as we 
approach the November election. You can find more information, 
including a “Frequently Asked Questions” document, on the 

district website at www.icschools.us.  
 In addition, I would like to personally invite voters in our district to join me for an 
Informational Night and Community Forum scheduled for Tuesday, Sept. 10, at 7 p.m. 
in the Imlay City Middle School Media Center. At that forum, district personnel and 
the Imlay City Board of Education will share specific details about the bond proposal 
and will answer questions from voters. Just as important, we will collect your feedback 
about the plan for our future. I hope you can join us. I also hope you enjoy reading 
about many of the great things happening in our district in this special edition of The 
Spartan Nation.

Bond vote planned for November ballot
cont’d from page 1
 To make the learning environment smarter, media centers will be converted 
into STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and Math) areas to provide needed 
space for collaborative and project-based learning for students. Worn-out furniture 
will be replaced, computers for students and staff will be upgraded, and classroom 
instructional technology and the infrastructure needed to support learning will be 
modernized. In addition, a 500-seat Performing Arts Center will be built at Imlay City 
High School to be used for student instruction, performances, and for community use.
 To make Imlay City Schools stronger, the School District will protect the 
community’s investment in its schools by addressing critical facility needs such as 
roof replacements, heating/cooling equipment, repaving and expanding parking 
lots, improving interior and exterior lighting, replacing interior/exterior doors, and 
installing new locking systems.
 School Board President Sharon Muir said voter approval of the bond proposal will 
affect every Imlay City student and every Imlay City school facility. “As a Board of 
Education, we are being fiscally and educationally responsible to the residents of Imlay 
City,” Muir said. 
 “We can continue moving Imlay City forward with no change in the current tax 
rate while enhancing the educational program for our students,” she emphasized.
 If approved by voters, the bond proposal will help assure that the District is 
providing the type of programming residents expect for the children of Imlay City. 
A successful bond proposal will update and improve school facilities and provide a 
learning environment that supports quality instruction. As Superintendent Dr. Stu 
Cameron said, “It truly will make Imlay City Schools Safer, Smarter, Stronger.”   
 For more information about projects included in the bond proposal go to www.
icschools.us or call Dr. Stu Cameron, Superintendent of Schools, at (810) 724-2765.

Dr. Stu Cameron
Superintendent

District uses multiple ways 
to keep public informed
Communication is a priority at Imlay 
City Schools. Superintendent Dr. Stu 
Cameron said, “We are here to serve our 
children and our families.”  
 The district uses a number of 
different methods to communicate. The 
Spartan Nation newsletters detail current 
events and happenings throughout the 
district. These newsletters are published 
quarterly; fall, winter, spring, and 
summer. Additional district mailings are 
sent out frequently when there is news 
to pass along. Individual buildings have 
parent bulletins and frequent teacher 
newsletters, too. 

               SOCIAL MEDIA
The district maintains an active 
Facebook page (Imlay City Schools) and 
a Twitter feed (Dr. Stu Cameron). Both 
platforms are updated frequently and 
highlight the great things that happen 
with our students and community. 
Each individual school also maintains 
a Facebook page to showcase building 
specific updates and events. These pages 
can be found under the following names: 
Weston Elementary, Borland Elementary 
School, Imlay City Middle School, Imlay 
City High School, and Venture High 
School. 

               MESSAGING
SchoolMessenger is used to deliver text 
and phone messages to families. These 
messages include information about 
school events and school closings. To 
sign up for text messages, please text “Y” 
or “Yes” to 67587. 



John Le 
Imlay City High 
School, Counselor
John Le earned a 
bachelor’s degree 
in Psychology from 

Oakland University in 2015. He earned 
a master’s degree in Counseling from 
Oakland University in 2018. He is 
joining Imlay City after working most 
recently as the counselor for Utica 
Alternative Learning Center in the Utica 
Community Schools district. 
 “I am so thrilled to join the 
community of Imlay City and to work 
in this district. My interactions with 
the administration, staff, and students 
have been incredibly supportive and 
welcoming. I look forward to creating 
and maintaining positive relationships 
with you all to promote success and 
growth of your students. My family 
and I are grateful for this tremendous 
opportunity to join the Spartan 
family.”

Morgan Leja 
Borland Elementary, 
5th-grade teacher
Morgan Leja earned 
a bachelor’s degree in 
Social Studies, with a 

minor in Elementary Education, from 
Adrian College in 2018. In college, she 
did student teaching and classroom 
observations. She has taught at an 
equestrian camp in North Carolina and 
served as a lead teacher in the “Track and 
Explore” program. 
 “I am beyond excited to be part of 
the Imlay City community and school 
district! I went to a small college and 
the relationships I built there were 
timeless. I can’t wait to build those 
same relationships with staff, students, 
parents, and the community as a 
whole. I’ve only been a part of Imlay 
City for a few weeks now and I already 
feel at home.”

IMLAY CITY SCHOOLS WE SEE SUCCESS

The Spartan Nation, September 2019, Special Edition 3

ICS ALUMNI SPOTLIGHT
Smith dedicates 
career to helping 
environment
Jerry Smith graduated from Imlay City 
High School in 1961. After graduation, 
he studied Mechanical Engineering at 
Northern Michigan University, Michigan 
State University, and the University of 
Michigan before he was drafted into 
the Army and served in the Vietnam 
War. After his service, he returned to 
Michigan State and shifted his focus 
from Engineering to Conservation. He 
graduated with a degree in Parks and 
Recreation. 
 He went on to work for the 
Department of Natural Resources for 
three decades until his retirement. 
After retiring, he began volunteering 
at The Headwaters Land Conservancy 
in Gaylord. Smith feels that the work 
is important to the state’s environment 
and it’s a way he can give back. “I do it 
to preserve the open spaces and natural 
resources,” Jerry said of his volunteering. 
 He volunteers in many ways, 
including monitoring many of the 
properties protected by Headwaters, 
checking to make sure owners are 
abiding by the conservation easement, 
and serving on the lands committee. 
Smith shared that Headwaters often has 
property donated to the organization, 
and it creates nature preserves with the 
land it owns. 
 Smith also enjoys woodworking, and 
is always looking for hardwood variations 
to plant and cultivate. 

Erin Combs 
Weston Elementary, 
Kindergarten teacher
Erin Combs graduated 
from Madonna 
University this year 

with a bachelor’s degree in Elementary 
Education. She double-majored in Early 
Childhood Education. Additionally, Erin 
has her General and Special Education 
endorsement from the state of Michigan. 
While at Madonna University, she was a 
four-year student athlete on the softball 
team and served as team captain. Most 
recently, she is an assistant Varsity 
Softball Coach for Imlay City Schools. 
 “I am very excited to start my 
teaching career in the community 
where I was born and raised. As a 
graduate of Imlay City Schools, I know 
first-hand that I am beginning my 
teaching career in a district that excels 
in education and has a great deal of 
community support. I look forward 
to working with the wonderful staff 
at Weston. I can’t wait to meet the 
students in my class this year.”  

Jenny Buhl-
Hagey  
Weston principal
Jenny Buhl-Hagey has 
transitioned from her 
position as a 5th-grade 

teacher into the principal of Weston 
Elementary. She has worked for Imlay 
City Schools since 1999. She earned 
a bachelor’s degree in Elementary 
Education from Alma College and 
a master’s degree in Educational 
Administration with a focus on 
Curriculum and Instruction. 
  “While I have greatly enjoyed 
teaching for 20 years in Imlay City, I 
am very excited to be in the new role 
as Weston’s principal. I look forward 
to getting to know more families and 
students in the district.” 

What’s new at school



Role models needed for D.O.G.S.
Last school year, Borland and Weston launched the Watch D.O.G.S. program. 
This program is one of the nation’s largest and most respected school-based, family, 
and community engagement organizations in the country. The first Watch D.O.G.S. 
program launched in 1998 and today there are more than 
6,450 schools across the country that have implemented 
programs of their own.
 The goal of the Watch D.O.G.S. (Dads of Great 
Students) program is to provide positive male 
role models for students. It’s not just for dads. The 
district encourages all positive male role models: 
fathers, grandfathers, uncles, step-fathers, community 
members, and other males who volunteer at least one day 
during the school year. 
 This is a great opportunity for men looking for a way to give back to the children 
of Imlay City and who would like to be a positive male role model. Participants will be 
asked to commit at least one day during the school year. Some of the things they can 
look forward to doing include greeting students, helping lead the Pledge of Allegiance, 
helping in classrooms, patroling hallways, eating lunch with students in the cafeteria, 
playing on the playground, and assisting with bus loading. 
 This year’s Watch D.O.G.S. kick-off events:
• Borland Elementary: Thursday, Sept. 5 at 6 p.m.
• Weston Elementary: Thursday, Sept. 12 at 6 p.m.
 State law requires all volunteers to complete a background check.  

Imlay City Schools Board of Education
Sharon Muir, President
Greg Dennis, Vice-President
Jim Preisel, Treasurer
Doug Van Dyk, Trustee
Kaylee Kaeding, Trustee
Ashley Whiting, Trustee
Marcel Allen Lamb, Trustee
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Community invited 
to Homecoming 
festivities
Imlay City Schools invites the 
community to the Imlay City 
Schools Homecoming festivities. 
Homecoming is the week of Sept. 
16-20. The varsity football game 
will be at 7 p.m. on Friday, Sept. 
20 vs. Algonac. 
 Before the game, the 
Homecoming Parade begins at 
5 p.m. Additionally, downtown 
Imlay City always shows its 
#ICSpartanPride with city-wide 
tailgating. During halftime, the 
Homecoming King and Queen 
will be announced. 

Board meetings 
Imlay City Board of Education meetings 
are at the Educational Service Center, 
634 W. Borland Road, Imlay City. 
Meetings begin at 7 p.m. 

• Aug. 26, 2019
• Sept. 23, 2019
• Oct. 28, 2019
• Nov. 25, 2019
• Dec. 16, 2019
• Jan. 27, 2020
• Feb. 24, 2020 
• March 23, 2020
• April 27, 2020
• May 18, 2020
• June 22, 2020
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