
MESSAGE FROM THE SUPERINTENDENT

Our goal at Imlay City Schools is 
clear: success for every student 
We know student success begins with the strong, positive 
relationships we establish, and is propelled by the high-quality 
educational programs and extracurricular experiences we offer. 
As a result, we work diligently to assure that our staff and our 
programs are of the highest quality. We owe this not only to our 
students, but also to our school community. 
 We understand that strong schools and a strong community 
go hand in hand. We know the work we do here to prepare 
students for successful futures will benefit our community 
directly, and in significant ways. Successful students become 
successful adults. Successful adults contribute back to their communities economically, 
by acts of service, and a commitment to bettering their communities.
 Know that we appreciate the support of our community in our efforts to see success 
for all of our students. We look forward to continuing to partner with our school 
community to make the 2017-2018 school year a great one.

Dr. Stu Cameron
Superintendent

IMLAY CITY SCHOOLS • 634 W. Borland Road • (810) 724-2765 • www.icschools.us

▲ SUMMER MATH: Camp 
Overdrive’s students create a 
‘human knot.’ It is a team building 
activity that was part of a special 
summer program that focused on 
math. Read more on Page 8 of this 
newsletter.
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Millage sought to fund building renovations
Voters will decide Nov. 7 on a millage issue that would generate money to complete building projects designed to improve building 
safety and security, improve energy efficiency and reduce operating costs. This sinking fund request is for 1.25 mills for 3 years. It 
would generate about $474,000 a year for each of those three years. The district is asking for voters to consider the millage so it can 
keep general fund dollars in the classroom. Without the millage, a number of major repairs and renovations will be paid for with 
operating funds that would otherwise pay for educational programs for students.
 Proposed projects include, as needed: repairs to sidewalks and parking lots; new fire alert panels, new doors and windows; new 
parking lot lights; new heating/cooling units, renovations for the football field’s concessions and bathrooms; and renovations of the 
athletic complex on Blacks Corners Road, including building team rooms, bathrooms and concession facilities, and a pavilion for 
community use.

Money from a sinking 
fund cannot be used for 
employee wages. It is a 
property tax that can be 
used only on repairs and 
renovations.

The 1.25-mill measure 
would add about $63 
a year ($5.25 a month) 
in property taxes to the 
owner of a house with a 
market value of $100,000 
and a taxable value of 
$50,000.

All projects paid for 
through a sinking fund are 
approved and monitored 
by the state, a process 
designed to ensure all 
money is spent on exactly 
what is promised.

If approved, property 
owners would see it on 
their summer 2018 tax 
bills. Some projects could 
begin as early as fall 2018.

Other questions about the sinking fund vote can be answered by going to the Imlay City Schools 
website, www.icschools.us, or by calling (810) 724-9861.

Band 101 offers students 
the opportunity to learn 
to play an instrument
Scott Pries, the high school and middle 
school band director, is looking for 
students in grades 6-12 to learn such 
band instruments as flute, clarinet, alto 
sax, trumpet, trombone, and percussion. 
Other instruments are available upon 
request and with approval. 
 Band 101 will meet Thursdays from 
2:30–3:15 p.m. in the ICMS Band Room. 
Regular attendance is required. Families 
that are interested may call  
Mr. Pries at (810) 724-9839. 
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Summer was a 
season of learning 
in unique ways
The Imlay City school district had a 
summer filled with programs to support 
students’ continued learning. Among 
them:

Preschool programs bring in older 
students to mentor youngsters
ICS offers an extensive summer childcare 
program. Each week, students engaged 
in thematic units which incorporate 
reading/writing, math, science and social 
studies. This summer, they also invited 
some older Spartans to teach young 
Spartans. During STEM week, ICHS 
juniors James Roulo and Victor Galindo 
shared their bridge-building knowledge. 
 One of the other exciting weeks was 
Community Helpers. Students learned 
about leader dog training from Mrs. 
Benson and went on a field trip to the 
Imlay City Fire Department. 

▲  Weston Elementary student 
Ryker Jorgensen creating bridges. 

▲ James Roulo teaching students
about bridge building.

▲ Posing with Keeva, who is in training to be a leader dog for the blind.

▲ Firefighter Matthew
Makedonsky helping Logan Hitch
spray the hose.

Good attendance is a key part 
of a child’s education

Students in any grade can fall behind in their education if they 
regularly miss just a day or two. Parents are encouraged to help 
their child make regular attendance a habit, starting as early as 

preschool. Some absences are unavoidable. Children get sick and 
need to stay home occasionally. Parents are asked to inform their 

school’s office if a child must miss school.
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history as an elementary teacher and in 
reading instruction. Before coming to 
Imlay City, she was a 1st-grade teacher 
in Lapeer for seven years. 
 “Imlay City Schools is a welcoming 
community! The staff and students at 
Borland are welcoming, too. There is 
great collaboration taking place and I am 
enjoying working with staff and students 
on our goal of helping students grow in 
their literacy skills,” Mrs. Hribar said.

Michael Medley: 
Imlay City Middle 
School, English 
Language Arts

Michael Medley is 
a 2017 graduate of 
Oakland University, 

earning a bachelor’s degree with 
secondary certification in English and 
Biology. He completed his teaching 
internship at Chippewa Valley High 
School in 9th-grade English. Mr. Medley 
worked at the Oakland University 
Writing Center from 2014-2017. He 
has presented at both the International 
Writing Conference Association and the 
Michigan Writing Center Association 
Conference. 
 “In addition to teaching 8th grade 
ELA and 6th/7th grade Enrichment 
Science, I am coaching Imlay City’s JV 
Football team. I have loved my experience 
teaching and coaching so far. The support, 
encouragement, and guidance from the 
teaching and coaching staff has been 
overwhelming, and I could not ask for a 
better district to kickoff my career,” Mr. 
Medley said. 

Jamie Delboy
Weston 
Elementary,  
1st grade

Jamie Delboy is no 
stranger at Weston 
Elementary. She 

was a preschool lead instructor for both 
Imlay City’s tuition preschool program 
and the Great Start Readiness preschool 
program. Mrs. Delboy is a 2014 graduate 
of Eastern Michigan University, earning 
a bachelor’s degree in Elementary 
Education with an Early Childhood 
Endorsement. She also coordinates and 
teaches in Weston’s before-school All 
STARS intervention. 
 “Having taught preschool with 
Imlay City Schools for three years, I am 
so excited to start this new journey as 
a 1st-grade teacher,” Mrs. Delboy said. 
“Imlay City Schools and our community 
continues to amaze me in their dedication 
to support the students and staff. I am so 
grateful to be a part of this school and our 
community.” 

Nicholas Bara
Weston 
Elementary, 
Kindergarten

Nicholas Bara is a 
2015 graduate of 
Central Michigan 

University, earning a bachelor’s degree 
in Elementary Education and History. 
Mr. Bara has since worked in several 
substitute positions, including a long-
term position. 
 “From the moment I started working 

New staff members add experience  
to Imlay City Schools

at Weston, it has felt like I have joined a 
new family. Everyone has gone out of his 
or her way to make me feel welcome,” Mr. 
Bara said. “I can see all of the experience 
and passion that this school district has, 
and I am very happy to be a part of it!”

Shelby 
Stoddard: 
Borland 
Elementary,  
3rd grade

Shelby Stoddard is 
a 2016 graduate of 

Oakland University, earning a bachelor’s 
degree in Elementary Education with 
a Language Arts endorsement. She 
completed her student teaching Imlay 
City and has worked in several substitute 
teacher positions, including a long-term 
position. 
 “I am incredibly thankful to be part of 
a school district that is student centered. 
This school district has such a generous 
and welcoming environment and I am so 
excited to be a part of it,” Ms. Stoddard 
said. 

Theresa Hribar
Borland 
Elementary, 
interventionist

Theresa Hribar is 
a 2001 graduate 
of Oakland 

University, earning a bachelor’s degree 
in Elementary Education. She also 
has a master’s degree in Reading and 
Language. Mrs. Hribar has an extensive 
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Borland students 
learn while working 
on robotics
Under the guidance of teacher Dave 
Spence, 5th graders from Borland 
Elementary spent a week in Robotics 
Camp. They worked on both building 
their robots and coding them to complete 
a variety of tasks. Mr. Spence also invited 
some past Robotics Camp participants 
to mentor students. Students worked 
collaboratively in higher-order thinking 
and problem-solving. 

Christy 
Diamond: Imlay 
City Middle 
School, English 
Language Arts

 Christy Diamond 
is a 2012 graduate of 

the University of Michigan-Flint. She 
has a bachelor’s degree with secondary 
certification in English, and is on track 
to earn her Autism Special Education 
Endorsement from Oakland University. 
Before coming to Imlay City, Mrs. 
Diamond taught in Flint and served in 
some long-term substitute positions in 
Imlay City. 
 “I am so thankful to be working at 
Imlay City Schools again. I started with 
student teaching in the district in 2012 and 
then completed many long-term subbing 
positions from 2012-2015. In a way, it’s like 
coming back home and I am so excited to 
be teaching here,” Mrs. Diamond said.

Alan Demski: 
Imlay City Middle 
School and High 
School, Vocal 
Music

Alan Demski is a 
1987 graduate of 

Central Michigan University, earning a 
bachelor’s degree in Music Education. 
He has been a director of bands, music 
teacher, and orchestra and choir director. 
He has National Board Certification, 
the teaching profession’s mark of 
accomplished practice. 
 “I am honored to have the 
responsibility to “restart” the choral music 
program in Imlay City,” Mr. Demski said. 
“The students, staff, and community are 
so supportive, respectful, helpful, and 
welcoming. I look forward to fantastic 
music learning.”

▲ ICHS Student Council members.

Student Council focuses on planning for the year
The Imlay City High School Student Council ended its  summer with a 
planning retreat. Council members planned back-to-school events, activities for 
the 2017-2018 school year, and got a jump-start on Homecoming.

▲ 5th grade teacher Mr. Spence and his Robotics Camp students.

▲ L-R: Sam Schoenherr, Kaden 
Weingartz, and Dylan Gray build 
their robot.
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Environmental Science class 
takes lessons to the outdoors
Jeff Gartrell’s AP 
Environmental Science class 
has been doing its learning both 
inside and outside the classroom.  
Part of student studies have been 
at the 5-acre Living Lab, a parcel 
set aside by Imlay City Schools 
for scientific study. Throughout 
the school year, students will 
learn the ecosystem functions 
of the Living Lab’s forested 
areas and surrounding wetlands. 
Concepts such as filtering surface 
water, preventing erosion, and 
increasing organic content of 
rivers and streams and increasing 
their biodiversity, will be part of 
the curriculum. 
 Student activities also 
promote understanding of 
elements that help sustain tree 
growth, such as humidity range, 
temperature, wind speed, soil 
conditions and chemistry, and 
light intensity. 

During one field trip, 
students measured the land in 
the Living Lab and counted the species and their abundances in quadrant samples. The 
goal of the lesson was to calculate a biodiversity index. Students compiled their data 
to give an overall number of each identified species in the 5-acre plot. Students also 
learned how to identify certain invasive species such as spotted knapweed, and how 
they affect native plants. 

▶ Anastasia
Melnik, 

Summer Stoldt, 
and Nick Hayes 
take samples of 

insects in a 
specific section 

of the Living 
Lab.

Important dates 
to remember
2017

• Nov. 3 – End of First
Marking Period

• Nov. 10 – No
School Students:
Teacher Professional
Development Day

• Nov. 22, 23, 24 – No
School Students or Staff:
Thanksgiving Break

• Dec. 20-Jan. 2 – No
School Students or Staff:
Winter Break

2018
• Jan. 15 – No School

Students: Teacher
Professional
Development Day

• Jan. 26 – End of Second
Marking Period/First
Semester; Early Release
for Students; MLK Day

• Feb. 16 – No
School Students:
Teacher Professional
Development Day

• Feb. 19– No School
Students or Staff;
President’s Day

• March 26–30 – No
School Students or Staff:
Spring Break

• April 13 – End of Third
Marking Period

• May 28 – No School
Students or Staff:
Memorial Day

• June 13 – Tentative
Last Day of School for
Students; Full Day of
School

▲ Cameron Vaubel holding a garter snake 
found during species identification
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Online school 
handbooks explain 
school rules
Each school has a building 
handbook posted on the district 
website. These handbooks help 
ensure students and parents are 
aware of the policies, regulations and 
guiding practices that affect each 
student’s well-being and academic 
success. Printed copies of a handbook 
are available by contacting the main 
office of each building. 

Board of Education’s 
role focuses on ‘big 
picture’ policy issues
The 7 members of the ICS Board of 
Education are elected by residents 
of the Imlay City School district. 
The board sets school policies, 
and hires and delegates authority 
to the Superintendent of schools. 
Additionally, the board reviews and 
adopts the annual budget and has 
the responsibility of maintaining a 
balanced budget. Board members 
serve six-year, staggered terms. 
 The Board of Education meets 
at least once a month to address 
policies, authorize the payment of 
expenses, and approve contracts. 
Board meetings also include reports 
from committees, administrators, 
staff and schools. Additionally, 
the meetings afford opportunities 
to showcase student and staff 
achievements. 
 Meetings are usually the 4th 
Monday of each month and are open 
to the public. Meetings include time 
for public comments. The Board of 
Education tab on the district website 
has a list of meeting dates, and offers 
more information about board 
members. 

Lending libraries 
are an ‘elementary’ 
opportunity to read
Lending libraries at Weston and 
Borland elementary schools are 
available evenings and weekends. These 
libraries work on the premise of “leave 
a book, take a book” and are open and 
available to everyone. 

District offers 
multiple ways  
for community  
to stay in touch
Communication is important 
at Imlay City Schools. 
Superintendent Stu Cameron 
said, “We are here to serve our 
children and our families, and 
look forward to partnering 
with our parents and school 
community to make this school 
year a great one. Communication 
is one of the most essential 
aspects of this partnership.”
 In addition to  mailings and 
communication with individual 
buildings, the  district maintains 
a Facebook page (Imlay City 
Schools) and a Twitter feed (Dr. 
Stu Cameron). Both of these 
accounts are updated frequently 
to help keep all stakeholders up-
to-date on events and happenings 
in the district.

Spartan Athletic Hall of Fame 
to welcome first inductees
Imlay City athletes of distinction now have their own Hall of Fame. The inaugural 
Hall of Fame class will begin with the 2017-2018 school year. The hall will recognize 
the achievements of past student-athletes, coaches, and contributors to Imlay City 
Spartan Athletics while reinforcing the district’s history 
and tradition. 
 “On behalf of our president, Rod Warner, we are 
excited to be a part of the development of the Imlay City 
Athletic Hall of Fame,” said Marilyn Swihart, secretary of 
the Imlay City Alumni Association and 1957 graduate of 
Imlay City High School. 
 The Imlay City Schools Athletic Department will 
accept Hall of Fame nominations until Nov. 1. Criteria 
and nomination forms are available at the Imlay City 
High School Athletic Department. The form is online at 
www.icspartans.com. 
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Camp Overdrive involves more than just math
Imlay City High School math teachers Kristen Swejkowsi, Katie Dye, Chad Halsted, and Josh Gates enlisted the help of several 
current high school students to mentor incoming freshmen. This annual Camp Overdrive helps students sharpen their math skills, 
as well as their  self-esteem and confidence. Mentors provided individual attention while participating in math and team-building 
activities. Teams planned and built picnic tables. 

◀ CAMP
LIGON FIELD
TRIP: Students
participated
in an outdoor
challenge
course. The
course was
based on
teamwork,
cooperation,
and problem-
solving.

▲ PICNIC TABLES: Groups of students were given a packet of instructions,
measuring and building tools, and a pile of wood to build picnic tables.

▲  STRING ACTIVITY: Students, 
only holding onto the ends of the 
string, worked to complete 
different tasks including writing 
the letter A and completing math 
problems. 

Imlay City Schools Board of Education
Sharon Muir, President
Greg Dennis, Vice-President
Jim Preisel, Treasurer
Doug Van Dyk, Trustee
Kaylee Kaeding, Trustee
Ashley Whiting, Trustee
Marcel Allen Lamb, Trustee
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