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Inside this issue:
 As we round out of the winter season, we 
have much to celebrate!  Since our last issue of 
the Spartan Nation, we’ve experienced record-
breaking performances by our student athletes, 
seen Spartans in academic programs, athletics, 
and leadership positions earn awards and recog-
nition, launched new clubs 
and activities for students, 
received grants to enhance 
and support student learning 
in Science and Music, kicked 
off a series of exciting experi-
ences for students and parents 
for “March is Reading Month,” 
and continue to watch – with 
anticipation – the develop-
ment of the district’s new 
Performing Arts Center.  And 
those are just a sampling of the many happenings 
at ICS since our last publication.  As you can see, 
we’ve been busy in the best possible way! 
 In addition to the many happenings in 
March, it gives us great pleasure and pride to 

announce that the Imlay City Schools have been 
awarded the Advanced Placement Computer 
Science Female Diversity Award.  That we are 
able to do so during Women’s History Month is 
all the more significant.  Computer Science is not 
the only course in which students can explore 
college-level coursework.  In fact, you may 
know that the district has worked diligently over 
the last several years to expand our academic 
programs to include more Advanced Placement 
opportunities than ever before, offer dual-enroll-
ment (college) courses, and secure additional col-
lege and university partners in our Early Middle 
College program. Through these programs, ICS 
students can earn free college credits while fulfill-
ing their high school credit requirements.
 As we move toward Spring, we’ll continue 
to focus on our pursuit of excellence in our 
academic, athletic, extra-curricular, and student 
support programs.  I hope you enjoy reading this 
issue of Spartan Nation, and that you share in our 
excitement and pride in the accomplishment of 
our students.  As always, Go Spartans!

MESSAGE FROM THE SUPERINTENDENT

DR. STU CAMERON
Superintendent
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 Elementary Social Worker, Mrs. Marney Cordner, is visiting classrooms 
and supporting students daily as ICS continues to prioritize student 
social and emotional learning. Specifically, The Zones of Regulation is 
being implemented. Research shows that children often have trouble 
putting strong feelings into words, which can make it difficult for them to 
understand and manage how they are feeling. The Zones helps younger 
students identify, communicate, and manage their emotions by categorizing 
them into colors, similar to a traffic signal.
 Categories include Blue (sad, tired, hurt), Green (happy, calm), Yellow 
(frustrated, anxious, silly, scared) and Red (angry, terrified, aggressive). 
Using colors gives a common language for students to talk with each other, 
and adults, about how they are feeling. It also helps children identify and 
choose strategies for self-regulating, or managing, their emotions and 
behavior. 

Save The Date!
 Mrs. Cordner will be hosting two upcoming workshops for elementary 
families. The Weston program, for students in Preschool through Grade 2, 
will be on Wednesday, May 4, 2022 at 5:00 PM. The Borland program, for 
students in Grades 3-5, will be on Thursday, April 21, 2022 at 5:00 PM. 

 Borland’s before-school intervention program, 
ALL STARS, is back up and running this year after 
a temporary hiatus.  Third grade teacher Shelby 
Stoddard and fifth grade teacher Morgan Leja are the 
teachers behind this awesome program that provides 
students an extra hour of intentional instruction each 

day.  While the 
primary focus is 
on literacy skills 
(i.e. phonemic 
awareness, 
phonics, fluency, 
vocabulary, and 
comprehension), 
Ms. Stoaddard 
and Ms. Leja 
incorporate 
math instruction 
for students as 
well.  Students 
are learning so 
much during 
this interactive 
hour and are 
having a ton of 
fun!   

Mrs. Marney 
Cordner, ICS 
Elementary 
School 
Social Worker 
and Abel 
Belanger, first 
grade student, 
read a 
book about 
feelings.

Social and Emotional Learning 
The Zones of Regulation

Borland ALL STARS

Jackson Dyer

Madison Pauley, Darren Conklin & Cameron Davidson
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• Check www.icspartanathletics.com to receive schedule 
updates and information.

• Check out IC Spartan Athletics on social media...

More Information:

@icspartanathletics

@SpartansIC

icspartanathletics

BLUE AND GOLD ZONE

WRESTLING
• ICHS Wrestling made school history by winning their first Team 
   Regional Championship. They made it to the state semifinals before 
   losing to the eventual state champions, Dundee.
• See page 6 for full story.

BOWLING
• Senior Grace Conklin was named First Team All League.
• Honorable Mention All League honors go to Seniors Dean Aune, 
   Gracie Kelly, Ben Muehleisen, and Junior Hope Schriber. 

CELEBRATIONS
• Seniors Elizabeth Sliman and Mary Kaminski committed to St. Clair 
   County Community College to run cross-country and track.
• Senior Cristian Rojas committed to Rochester University to 
   continue his wrestling and academic career. 
• ICS Athletic Director, Don Gauthier, has been named Regional 
   Athletic Director of the Year by the Michigan Interscholastic 
   Athletic Administrators Association.

GIRLS’
BASKETBALL
• The ICHS Varsity
   team won the BWAC
   Championship and 
   were Division 2 
   District Champions. 
• Senior Mary 
   Lengemann was 
   named MVP of
   the league.
• Coach Heather 
   (Lauwers) Vahlbusch
    was named BWAC 
   Coach of the Year.
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 Chantel graduated in 2008 from ICHS with college credits 
through dual enrollment and a CNA certification through the 
Lapeer County Intermediate School District Education and 
Technology Center. After graduating, she attended Baker College 
with a goal to begin a career in nursing. 
However, throughout her journey in the 
nursing program, she became a mother 
and changed courses, which led her 
to graduate from Baker College with 
a Bachelor’s Degree in Legal Studies. 
She utilized that degree and worked 
at a law firm in Southfield for several 
years, and later led a real estate law firm 
in Lake Orion. In 2017 she married 
and completed a program to become a 
certified real estate agent. 
 After three successful years as a real 
estate agent, she furthered her career and became a real estate 
broker. Since then her business has only grown and she attributes 
her perseverance and success to the teachings and support that 
she received from Imlay City Schools community and staff. 

Chantel displays her confidence in the district as her children are 
also Spartan students. Once a Spartan, always a Spartan!
 Chantel is grateful to ICS staff that encouraged her along the 
way. She shared three individuals that impacted her life. First was 
Mrs. Hannah, her first and second grade teacher, who taught her 
to be a good person. Mrs. Hannah continued to support Chantel 
after High School by attending her bridal shower, wedding, and 
also tutoring her daughter. Secondly was Mrs. Bosma, who found 
ways to keep her engaged. Mrs. Bosma has also offered help 
and a sense of security to her eldest daughter. Lastly was Mrs. 
Gyomory, who believed in her and took time to connect with her 
on a personal level. Mrs. Gyomory also attended her wedding and 
remains an important part of her life. “Thirteen years later, and I 
am still in constant contact with numerous faculty members who 
went from teachers and mentors, to friends.” Chantel said.    
 When asked what advice she may have for students currently 
attending Imlay City Schools, Chantel encourages students 
to embrace this part of their lives. The faculty is more than 
“teachers, lunch aids, principals and counselors”, but they are 
“mentors and cheerleaders”. Also, “you are not just a student” but 
“you are and always will be their kids.” 

 Thanks to a generous grant 
from the Four County Community 
Foundation, Mr. Mike Tracey was 
able to buy an electric guitar, a 
guitar amp and a bass to start up 
this new afterschool program. 
 The program is free and open to 
all Imlay City High School students 
with or without prior lessons or 
experience. No instrument to 
practice with? No problem! In 
addition to the items purchased 
with the grant, Mr. Tracey 
personally has five electric guitars 
and a few acoustic guitars. He often 
lets students use his instruments 
when the need arises. The group 
meets every Thursday from 2:15 pm 
to 4:00 pm in Mr. Tracy’s classroom. 
 “I just wanted to create an 
opportunity for kids who were 
interested in playing an instrument 

to have a place to go to learn and get 
some pointers.” said Mr. Tracey. 
 The program has already evolved 
from its beginning and many of 
the more experienced students 
have enjoyed assisting the beginner 
musicians. All have enjoyed the 
chance to play with fellow musicians 
of like passion. The program has 
also physically grown and now 
includes a drum set, lent by one of 
Mr. Tracey’s family members. The 
group is now hoping to acquire 
microphones, PA speakers and 
a mixer. Members of the club 
welcomes any donation of new or 
used instruments. 
 Mr. Tracey shares that they are 
always looking for new students to 
come in and join the fun and, “If 
anyone knows a drummer, let us 
know!” 

 In February, Imlay City Schools hosted a free 
virtual webinar for families to learn more about the 
Michigan Learning Channel. 
 The Michigan Learning Channel offers 
completely free programming and is broadcasted via 
special on-air channels established by participating 
public stations in Michigan. It is also available as 
a livestream and stored for on-demand viewing 
across a variety of digital platforms. The content 
is accessible to all students, teachers, and families 
across the state of Michigan. 
  ICS realizes the  importance of providing 
families with age-appropriate content and materials 
to use at home with children. The Michigan 
Learning Channel offers content and materials that 
go through a rigorous selection and production 
process which is led by the Michigan Association 
of Intermediate School Administrators (MAISA). 
This process is done alongside Detroit Public TV 
and guided by the Michigan Learning Channel’s 
advisory board. In addition to vetting content for 
quality, materials must be in alignment with state 
and local educational standards. 
 Additionally, all ICS PreK-Grade 5 teachers 
attended a live webinar to become familiar with the 
program and learn more about the resources and 
materials available. If you would like to learn more 
about the Michigan Learning Channel or to access 
their high quality materials to use, please visit 
www.michiganlearning.org or contact your child’s 
teacher or front office for more information. 

ICS ALUMNI SPOTLIGHT

CHANTEL FICK

CHANTEL FICK

ICHS Afterschool Music Club

Michigan Learning Channel

Briana Kelley, Mr. Tracey, Josh Guevara, Jacob Watson & Ryan Duckworth
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The Spartronics are Back

Imlay City Middle School 
Spelling Bee Champions

ICHS AP Computer Science 
Female Diversity Award

6TH GRADE:
Left to right:  
Calvin Pratt 
(1st place), 
Challas Eads 
(2nd place), 
Danica Sisk 
(3rd place)

Freshman Diego DeLuca and Sam 
Schoenherr

Seniors Natalie Rangel, Natalie 
Douglas, and Junior Brooklyn Ross

7TH GRADE:
Left to right:  
Ayden Ardner 
(1st place), 
Caleb Siracki 
(2nd place), 
Melanie 
Villeda (3rd 
place)

8TH GRADE:
Left to right:  
James 
Lauwers (1st 
place), Sam 
Edson (2nd 
place), Blake 
Miller (3rd 
place)

Back row: Allen Nerkowski (Mentor), Carter Brandt, Roman Smith, Ethan Hancock, Jim 
Dougherty (Mentor), Craig Mutch (Mentor). Middle row: Miranda Hancock (Mentor), 
Winnie Mutch, Cooper Nelden, John Nerkowski, Shayne Hellebuyck (ICMS Teacher 
/ Head Coach). Front row: Charlene Taylor (Mentor), Conner Dougherty (honorary 
member), Evan Dougherty, Mason Russell, Tyler Kaeding, Ella Nelden.

 Each year, Imlay City Middle School hosts their 
annual Spelling Bee with contests held for each grade 
level. The first place champions then go on to represent 
ICMS at the Lapeer County Spelling Bee, which will be 
held this year on Tuesday, March 22.  
 ICMS conducted their Spelling Bee the week of 
February 7 and each grade level had a wonderful group 
of brave spellers. The staff could not be more proud of 
their efforts. Way to go Spartans!

After missing two seasons of Robotics due to Covid restrictions, the 
Imlay City High School Robotics team, Spartronics, is back and ready for 
competition! This school year will mark the ninth season for the team 
and they are optimistically heading into it with an enthusiastic group of 
high school students along with some members from the middle school. 
The team is led by Imlay City Middle School teacher Mrs. Hellebuyck and 
supported by many adult mentors willing to donate their time, energy and 
knowledge. Mrs Hellebuyck said, “Being gone for two years makes it feel 
like we are starting over. But we have some very bright and committed 
students along with some great adult mentors and volunteers. I am so 
proud of how our students and parents have taken on this commitment. 
Robotics is not just about coding or building a robot; it is also about 
building persistence, and developing strong problem solving and 
communication skills. We are hoping to continue to grow the team and the 
enthusiasm.” The team will head into competition this year with two senior 
members, John Nerkowski, Build Team Captain; and Ethan Hancock, 
Programming Captain. The events will take place at the end of March in 
Macomb and beginning of April in Walled Lake. Best of luck, Spartronics! 

 Recently, Imlay City High School has been 
recognized by The College Board and received the 
AP Computer Science Female Diversity Award. 
This award recognizes schools that are closing the 
gender gap and expanding young women’s access 
to computer science coursework in Computer 
Science Principles. Even more specifically, this 
award honors schools that have either reached 50% 
or higher female examinee representation in the AP CSP course. For this 
award, a total of 1,020 schools are being recognized from across the nation. 
Twenty-seven schools were recognized in Michigan and Imlay City High 
School was one of them. 
 Teacher, Doug Sloan, shares “our CSP students get solid foundational 
coding skills that will prepare them to work in a multitude of coding 
languages. Learning to code is quickly becoming an essential skill that all 
students should be learning and I’m so glad that I can introduce students 
to this exciting field every day. My hope is that students will take what they 
learn in CSP and build upon it as they continue their education or enter 
the workforce. Providing access to computer science courses provides a 
pipeline to well paying jobs in the tech industry.”
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Imlay City Schools Spartan Wrestling Team

 The Imlay City Schools Spartan 
Wrestling team and individual wrestlers 
had an incredible season! At the BWAC 
League Tournament on February 6 the 
team had five wrestlers advance to the 
varsity finals and fifteen wrestlers placed. 
  Dominic D’Ambrosio • 1st
  Chris Torres • 1st
  Cristian Rojas • 1st
  Travis DuPont • 1st
  Kaden Powers • 1st
  Julian Rojas • 2nd
  Anthony D’Ambrosio • 2nd
  Corey Stoutenburg • 2nd
  Andrew Kline • 2nd
  Conner Wildie • 3rd
  Morgan Santaella • 3rd
  Tanner Land • 3rd
  Hunter Shafer • 4th 
  Aaron Everly • 4th
  Ethan Hughes • 4th

 The journey 
continued and 
on February 9 
the team was 
named the 
MHSAA District 
181-Division 
III Champions! 
Momentum built 
as the wrestling 
team had a record 
showing Saturday 
on February 13 
with nine regional 
qualifiers. 
Two district 
champions included Dominic D’Ambrosio 
(119)  and Cristian Rojas (125). Anthony 
D’Ambrosio (145) and Julian Rojas (130) 
placed second. Taking thirds were Tanner 
Land (103), Latham Perry (215) and Chris 
Torres (HWT). Conner Wildie (135) and 
Aaron Evely (152) finished 4th. 
 Wednesday, February 16, the team was 
back at it in Yale fighting to make history 
at team regionals. Their hard work paid 
off and they finished the night as Regional 
Champions!
 The individual regional at Richmond 
took place the Saturday following the 
Regional Championship. Nine regional 
qualifiers headed to Richmond, and after 
another record shattering day, seven 
of them advanced as state qualifiers! 
The individual state qualifiers included 
Dominic D’Ambrosio, Cristian Rojas, 
Julian Rojas, Anthony D’Ambrosio, Tanner 
Land, Lathem Perry, and Chris Torres. 
Coach D’Ambrosio was also awarded the 
Michigan Wrestling Association 2022 
Regional Coach of the Year!
 On February 24 the Spartan Wrestling 
team received a community send off to 
the State Championships! It was a sight 

to behold as fire trucks, a concrete mixer, 
and police officers escorted the bus off the 
school grounds. The State Championship 
started the next day and the team won 
their first match moving them up to the 
MHSAA Semi-Finals. They were one 
of the last four teams left competing 
in Division III. The Varsity Spartan 
Wrestlers fought hard on February 26 
but lost to Dundee High School, the 
eventual Division III State Champions. 
We are proud of our Wrestling team 
and all of their hard work! What an 
accomplishment!
 As team wrestling was dying down, the 
individual wrestlers were gearing up! They 
competed at MHSAA State Wrestling 
Individuals Competition on March 4 and 
5 at Ford Field and finished up a historical 
2021-2022 Wrestling season. 
 Congratulations to the Wrestling 
Team, individual wrestlers and coaches on 
all their accolades!

Team District Champions

Individual State Competition

Team Regional Champions

Individual Regional Championship

Team State Championship, Semi-Finals

Coach D’Ambrosio 
awarded Michigan 

Wrestling Association 
2022 Regional 

Coach of the Year

WRESTLING TEAM:
District champs, Regional champs, with 
a final four status at State Competition 
winning 45-24 over Hart. 
INDIVIDUAL WRESTLERS:
• Chris Torres- state qualifier, regionals 
4th, districts 3rd, BWAC Champ 
• Julian Rojas- 5th ALL STATE, regionals 
3rd, districts 2nd, BWAC  2nd
• Cristian Rojas- 4th ALL STATE, 
regional 2nd, districts 1st, BWAC Champ
• Anthony D’Ambrosio- 8th ALL-STATE, 
regionals 3rd, districts 2nd, BWAC 2nd 
• Dominic D’Ambrosio- 3rd ALL-STATE, 
regionals 2nd, District Champ, BWAC 
Champ 
• Latham Perry- state qualifier, regionals 
4th, districts 3rd
• Tanner Land- state qualifier, regionals 
3rd, districts 3rd, BWAC 3rd
COACH TONY D’AMBROSIO:
State and Regional District III Coach of 
the year!
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 Throughout the last nine years, Kristyn Kurka has hosted a parent-student book 
club at Imlay City Middle School. The purpose of the parent-student book club is for 
the parents and students to share a common reading experience. Through reading a 
shared book, students gain a positive reading role model, outside of school, making 
it more likely for them to continue their literacy journey. Other added benefits 
include the special bonding time spent together, the connection between home and 
school for the students, and a deeper understanding of the book. 
 At the first meeting, parents and students were able to explore a variety of 
different books, including versions in Spanish. Eventually, they chose a book to 
read together. They then created a reading schedule by chunking their book into 
manageable pieces to ensure that they were able to finish the book within the month. 
Effective reading strategies were introduced that parallel the instruction from the 
students’ language arts classes (making connections, asking questions, visualizing, 
determining important ideas, inferring, and synthesizing). Finally, parents learned 
some strategies to interact with their students while reading. Ideas included reading 
together (either aloud or silently), creating an interactive notebook, and scheduling 
special one-on-one meetings to talk about the book with a cup of hot chocolate.     
 At the second meeting, parents and students were grouped together based 
on the book they read. First, they learned some general guidelines for talking in 
a group. Then they were given book specific questions to guide their discussion. 
The discussions were deep and insightful with both parents and students gaining 
reading knowledge. At the end of the meeting, the groups presented their book. 
They had options on the format of their presentation. Some students decided to use 
digital tools like Canva and Google Slides. Other students used butcher paper and 
markers to  create quote walls and plot maps. The presentations created even more 
excitement around literacy and many left the meeting with another book to read.   
 Overall, everyone not only enjoyed reading a good book, they also had good 
conversations that deepened their understanding of the book. 

Parent Feedback:
	 •	“This	was	a	blast.		Thank	you	for	providing	the	opportunity.”
	 •	“I	enjoyed	reading	with	my	son	and	watching	the	kids	discuss	the	
	 				book	and	work	together	on	the	presentation.”
	 •	“I	learned	that	I	could	have	something	other	than	sports	to	share	with	my	son.”
	 •	“I	branched	out	and	read	a	book	with	my	daughter	that	
	 				I	wouldn’t	normally	read	and	in	the	end	I	liked	it.”
	 •	“It	was	fun	doing	the	presentation	and	hearing	everyone’s	ideas	on	the	book.”
Student Feedback:
	 •	“I	enjoyed	reading	a	new	book	and	learning	about	other	books.”
	 •	“Great	experience!		I’m	also	happy	about	the	extra	credit.”
	 •	“I	enjoyed	having	something	to	do	with	my	mom	and	friends.”		
	 •	“I	enjoyed	discussing	the	book	and	I	also	learned	some	better	social	skills.”

 Mr. Scott Pries and IC Bands hosted, and 
performed at, the MSBOA Solo & Ensemble 
Festival on Saturday, February 12, 2022. Parent 
volunteers, led by Mrs. Suzette Wimpari, as well 
as student volunteers, worked very hard to ensure 
that judges, directors and students were well taken 
care of. The visiting directors and judges were very 
impressed with their efforts and our band students 
performed admirably. The brass ensembles both 
earned 1’s! 
 IC Bands continued their hard work 
throughout the month of February as the 
Imlay City Wind Ensemble and Concert Bands 
performed at MSBOA District 3 Band and 
Orchestra Festival on February 25, 2022. The 
night’s performances were held at Carman-
Ainsworth High School. Both the Wind Ensemble 
and Concert Band had great performances! Each 
group earned Straight 1’s (“Superior” ratings) from 
the adjudication panel! 
 Finally, we want to recognize and congratulate 
our ICMS bands for their performance at MSBOA 
Band Festival on March 4, 2022 at Oxford High 
School. The 8th Grade Band earned a “I” rating 
and the 7th Grade Band earned a “II” rating. The 
hard work of these student-musicians certainly 
paid off. Bravo Spartans!

Left to right: Faith Scriber, Jaden Chandler, 
Mrs. Chandler, Mrs. Gill, Taylor Gill 
discussing their book Red Queen.

Left to right: Mason Russell, Jalen Gauthier, 
Griffin Wetzel presenting their book 
Ungifted.

MSBOA Solo & Ensemble Festival 

ICHS Concert Band

ICHS Wind Ensemble

MSBOA Solo & 
Ensemble Festival

ICMS Parent-Student Book Clubs
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Important dates 
to remember

April
 1: No School, last day of Spring Break 
 15: No School
 25: ICS Board of Education Meeting
May
 23: ICS Board of Education Meeting
 30: No School
June
 16: *Last Day of School 
         (tentative, full day)
*The	tentative	last	day	of	school	for	students	is	
June	16.	The	school	year	may	be	extended	due	to	
inclement	weather	or	other	reasons	resulting	in	the	
cancellation	of	scheduled	school	days.

 27: ICS Board of Education Meeting

 All throughout the ICS district, in the month of March, students were actively participating in 
March is Reading Month. ICS staff created fun and meaningful activities to spark a desire for, and 
love of, reading.
 At Weston and Borland Elementary, students were involved with Spirit Day Friday’s and both 
Elementary buildings co-hosted a Virtual Reading Night on March 11th. Families received a link 
from their child’s teacher and were able to access a bitmoji classroom containing a Read Aloud 
and corresponding family extension activities.
 Weston Elementary also held an assembly on March 16th with 
presenter, Doug Scheer, and had a visit from a local Michigan author, 
Linda Sienkiewicz, on March 18th. Borland Elementary took part in 
their One Book, One School initiative where every student and staff 
member received a copy of “Restart” by Gordon Korman to read 
together. Books were provided by their Parent Teacher Organization 
(PTO). Students were encouraged to read independently at home or 

join in various ways to read it at school. 
Tuesday Trivia was pushed out to all 
students each week with questions directly 
related to the book. Students names were 
placed into a weekly drawing to receive a 
new book! Borland Elementary continued 
to celebrate throughout the month by allowing students to decorate 
their lockers with their very own book covers.
       At the secondary level, both the Imlay City Middle School and 
the Imlay City High School challenged students to “Get Caught 
Reading.” Throughout the month, teachers and staff looked for 

students showing evidence of great reading. When a student was “caught”, they were awarded a 
coupon that was entered into a weekly drawing. Drawings were held at each of the buildings and 
winners received a $10 Amazon gift card to help purchase a book of their choice! Both buildings 
also hosted book swaps and encouraged students to bring in high interest, gently used books and 
swap them out for another one to take home and read.

       Imlay City Middle School participated in DEAR time (Drop 
Everything and Read) and had storyteller and author, Jennifer 
Strauss, visit classrooms, perform grade level assemblies, and 
engage parents and students in writing during Parent Night on 
March 18th. 
       Finally, Imlay City High School students participated in a 
new challenge, BookTok. Students were asked to review a book 
or series of books and post it to TikTok. At the end of the month, 
the BookToks will be put to a vote by the ELA department staff 
and the top three winners will be selected. Amazon gift cards of 
$50, $30, and $20 will be awarded to first, second and third places 
respectively. 
       It has been an exciting month and we are thrilled to see our 
students dive deeper into their love of learning!

March is Reading Month

ICHS - Riley Herbert & 
Zachary Edson

ICHS - Scott Tonkovich

Weston - David Tello & 
Luis Alvarado

Weston - Isabella Hoban
& Skylar Wnuk


